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www.ngaituhoe.iwi.nz – website for Te Urewera Hunting Permit 
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Club Events Calendar 
    

July 
  

Tuesday 21 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Wednesday 22 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Thursday 23 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Sunday 26 RANGE CLOSED – F&G  WORKING  BEE* 

Sunday 26 Kiwi 3D event  being held at Massey 

Wednesday 29 Club Night – Prize Giving club night* 

Thursday 30 Private Use – finished by 3pm 
   

August   

Monday 3 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Tuesday 4 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Wednesday 5 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Thursday 6 Clubrooms ONLY in use – range it still available 

Friday 7 Clubrooms ONLY in use – range it still available 

Sunday 9 Bowhunters Club Day 

Monday 10 Clubrooms ONLY in use – range it still available 

Tuesday 11 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Wednesday 12 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Wednesday 12 Committee Meeting 

Thursday 13 Clubrooms ONLY in use – range it still available 

Friday 14 Clubrooms ONLY in use – range it still available 

Monday 17 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Monday 17 HUNTS Course Commences 7 – 9pm 

Thursday 20 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Friday 21 HUNTS Course – overnight at the clubrooms 

Saturday 22 HUNTS Course – Range in use for HUNTS Only 

Sunday 23 Bowhunters Interclub – being held at Franklin 

Wednesday 26 Club Night 

Sunday 30 Kiwi 3D  event  FINAL being held at Pine Ridge 



 

 

September   

Tuesday 1 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Wednesday 2 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Thursday 3 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Friday 4 HUNTS Course – Trip away for the weekend 

Wednesday 9 Committee Meeting 

Friday 11 Sponsors & Supporters Function – RANGE CLOSED 

Saturday 12 Open Day at TVDA – RANGE CLOSED 

Sunday 13 Bowhunters Club Day 

Monday 14 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Monday  14 HUNTS Course   7 – 9pm   

Thursday  17 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Saturday 26 Sika Show – Taupo – info only 

Sunday 27 Sika Show – Taupo – info only 

Monday 28 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Monday  28 HUNTS Course   7 – 9pm   

Tuesday 29 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Wednesday 30 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Wednesday 30 Club Night 

October   

Thursday 1 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Friday 2 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Sunday 4 Bowhunters Interclub FINAL – being held at Lakeview 

Monday 5 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Tuesday 6 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Wednesday 7 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Wednesday 7 Committee Meeting (early due to docking at Panekiri) 

Sunday 11 Bowhunters Club Day 

Monday 12 DOCKING STARTS  AT  PANEKIRI (goes for 10 days) 

Monday 12 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Tuesday 13 Private Use – finished by 3pm 



 

 

 

Wednesday 14 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Monday 19 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Tuesday 20 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Wednesday 21 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Tuesday 27 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Wednesday 28 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Wednesday 28 Club Night 

Friday 30 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Saturday 31 Working bee to finalise for TVDA 100 sporting clays  

November   

Sunday 1 TVDA Anniversary 100 sporting clays shoot 

Monday 2 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Sunday 8 Bowhunters Clubday 

Wednesday 11 Committee Meeting 

Wednesday 11 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Friday 13 HUNTS Course Final Wknd Hunt  –  Te Urewera’s 

Thursday 19 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Monday 23 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Tuesday 24 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Wednesday 25 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Wednesday 25 Club Night 

Monday 30 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

December   

Tuesday 1 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Wednesday 2 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Monday 7 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Tuesday 8 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Wednesday 9 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Wednesday 9 Committee Meeting 

Friday 11 TVDA Club Flying Trip to Te Urewera’s*** 



 

The range will definitely be closed this coming Sunday – 26
th

 July as 

F&G are putting a new roof on their container.  Your help and 

understanding on this is most appreciated. 
 

 

……Correction    - we had a special thank you in the last 

newsletter to Nigel Lesley for his fabulous work on building the 

storage shed for the survival camp gear…….which was 

absolutely correctly but I was unaware at the time that his right 

hand man over the weekend on this job was his son Daniel.  

Huge thanks to you too Daniel for your excellent help and support – Im sure ‘the old 

man’ would have struggled without you!!!!   
 

 

July club night & Prize Giving 
 

 Please remember the earlier start time of 

7.00pm and  

 

 

  If at all possible, can you please   

  bring a plate to help make this   

  an extra special supper for     

  everyone to enjoy and to help   

  round out a top night at TVDA 

 

Saturday 12 TVDA Club Flying Trip to Te Urewera’s*** 

Sunday 13 TVDA Club Flying Trip to Te Urewera’s*** 

 

***If some people want to stay longer - More days can be added.  You will 

need to indicate this when contacting Maureen to book the trip so that it 

allows for adequate planning. 

Sunday 13 Bowhunters Clubday 

Monday  14 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Tuesday 15 Private Use – finished by 3pm 

Wednesday 25 NO CLUB NIGHT IN DECEMBER 

Monday 30 Private Use – finished by 3pm 
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TVDA Annual General Meeting – June 2020 

Presidents Report 
 

Good evening everyone 
 

What a year this has been on various fronts but I have to reinforce here the huge amount of 

gratitude and compliments that I pay to you all for your understanding, your commitment 

and also the resolve that you have all shown to make sure that the right outcomes are 

achieved, and also that the facts are known. 
 

I start this with the Firearms Amendment Act that we are still waiting to see go to 

Parliament for its third and final reading.  Many of you as members have been very active 

and financially supportive through the submission process, via Colfo and the select 

committee hearings to highlight the huge wrongs and injustices that this government and 

their ‘puppets’ have dished up to us all as lawful and law abiding citizens.   
 

This absolute sham has now just started to be officially revealed from within the walls of 

PNHQ but still the Police Minister is saying that ‘his new law changes are all about 

preventing ―firearms falling into the wrong hands’….. and we all know full well that this 

pathetic line being trawled out is so far off the mark. Ultimately, it is just further 

compounding the corruption that has been rife on this scene from the outset.   
 

I must thank you all once again, for the dedicated work and ongoing support that you have 

been relentlessly contributing to help ensure the truth comes out; and it will.  We can only 

hope now that with continued pressure, the Government will wake up and wait till after the 

Royal Commission Findings before revisiting what has been a huge kick in the guts for so 

many, and all at the hands of the Government and policy makers. 
 

Move forward a few months as we are all very aware of the effects that Covid has already 

had on our communities and as I have said in the recent newsletter, a massive thanks to you 

all for so readily and fully respecting the request to stay away from the range and the 

property in the earlier phases of Lockdown. Further to this is the way that you all made the 

necessary sacrifices that had been required of you under the Levels 4 and 3 and you did not 

head out hunting, shooting and fishing etc.  This could not have come at a more challenging 

time for us as avid hunters and outdoors people however I am immensely proud of the way in 

general that the hunting fraternity has done the right thing.   
 

Let’s just hope beyond hope that this latest fiasco of people from overseas not being put 

through the necessary procedures and thus putting Covid back into our community is dealt 

with under the absolute urgency that it deserves.  One cannot overlook the fact that this just 

so happened to be front and centre on the same day that the police meekly admitted to the 

firearms sham that was absolutely their making – and politicians think we are stupid.   
 



Back on the ‘home front’ it has been a busy year for many of us and huge accolades to the 

whole team that have helped to bring you all as members the various events, trips, club 

nights, overall support and club facilities.  Not least of all amongst this has been the 

extensive time and work contributions that have been applied to our club’s annual 

fundraising ventures – this dedication and support has been invaluable.  This has been never 

more so than this year as we have had to expend considerable funds to help retain our range, 

clubrooms and entire venue from the effects of the proposed neighbouring subdivision. 
 

This ‘journey’ has been underway for close to two years now and thanks to the amazing 

support and understanding from you all, we are nearing the end of this and with what we 

trust you will all be very appreciative of.  There has been a huge amount of work going on at 

committee level as hundreds of hours have been contributed to making sure that the very best 

results possible can be secured for us, for you the members, for our supportive neighbours 

and of particular importance; for the future generations to be part of TVDA. The unceasing 

support from you all as well as our neighbouring landowners has extremely appreciated and 

we owe you all such a depth of gratitude in assisting us through our now also necessary Land 

Use Consent application, which has been in addition to dealing with the proposed 

subdivision application. 
 

Membership over the last 12 months has been the thorny chestnut dished up to us by NZDA 

at national level.  For you as the committee and members who I feel have been sold short on 

so many fronts when trying to join or renew your membership, I thank you all for your 

patience and sincerely hope that you have felt truly valued by your branch committee and 

fellow members throughout, despite the challenges at a national level.  From the committee, I 

sincerely apologise to you all for these shortfalls – however this has also been out of our 

immediate control as well.  The upcoming national AGM will be a chance to further address 

these issues as there have been several people with excellent skill sets who have put their 

names forward for all roles on Natex in a bid to help retrieve the situation this current 

National Executive has placed us in.  Be assured we will be voting with the past concerns 

and shortfalls very much in mind. 
 

Back to the branch here as this is very much where my key focus is.  
 

This year we will be running a HUNTS course and plans for this are well afoot and we will 

be seeing a full complement of participants taking part.  As there is no funding available via 

the usual avenues due to Covid, we have had a rejig of the programme and I know for a fact 

that this will have not taken anything away from the excellent programme that we will be 

offering as a branch. 
 

The open bowhunters and clay target shooting events over the last 12 months have been very 

well supported and due to the hard work and the excellent quality of the events that this club 

always puts on, I’m sure that these calendar bookings for the upcoming year will also be 

highly sought after.  These events and the results are a huge credit to all those involved in 

making them possible so huge thanks for your dedication and hard work. 



 

The docking at Panekiri in October came together very well and special mention has to be 

made of the considerable number of non members that joined the ranks to help make sure 

that we had the numbers to undertake this work to its maximum potential.  Huge thanks to 

everyone but I also think it is essential that we have a better uptake on members contributing 

to this for later on this year.  These funds have been a major contributor to the TVDA portion 

of your subs not being increased; they have also gone a long way to the added improvements 

to the property as well as assisting with the costs of securing our property from the 

unprecedented issues a residential subdivision would pose on our doorstep.  The docking will 

be for 2 weeks over the mid October period so please give this some genuine thought and 

consideration as any help that is available, and for whatever timeframe you can make 

possible will certainly be accommodated and is most appreciated.      
 

Moving forward we also have several club hunting trips booked in for the year ahead and I 

am sure that there will be excellent numbers so keep an eye on the newsletters.  These trips 

will also by matched by kid’s trips into the hills which are to be ‘follow-ons’ to Mikes 

fantastic Kids Survival Camps, the Swazi Shoot for kids and also the Little 3 Competition.  

The sponsorship that we have had for these kids’ events in particular has been extremely 

appreciated and humbling and it has been fantastic to see the wider membership being so 

supportive of our junior members. 
 

On the external scene, we have had Mike and Peter; Dennis and Bill doing the pest control 

lines for DoC and excellent results have been attained throughout the year.  Already the K2K 

line has taken over 100 stoats to date which is an awesome benefit for the wildlife and the 

Terry Line continues to control the rat predation on the tiny Pterostylis orchid that the  

programme was set up to protect.  This awesome work is much appreciated but it also 

highlights the willingness of TVDA members to go above and beyond in a bid to help the 

wider conservation goals for everyone to benefit from.  Peter has also advised that he and 

Mike are looking for another person or small group to take over the Terry Line work so if 

anyone is keen, please get hold of Peter and Mike. 
 

I cannot close this report without saying a very special thank you to the committee who have 

served over the past 12 months and also their families at home as there have been sacrifices 

for sure.  Your dedication and willingness to work together on a range of projects has 

certainly seen many benefits for the members of this branch. I am sure, when you take into 

account everything that has happened over the last 12 months this last year has certainly been 

a successful one and we have all come out of it much wiser as well. 

Stay strong, stay safe everyone and let’s see a great year ahead, with plenty of hunting, great 

camaraderie and many more successes at TVDA 

 

Thank you . 

 

 



Docking at Panekiri  -  dates confirmed 
 

 

 Panekiri is 

on the 

horizon again 

in October. 
 

We did extremely well down at Panekiri again last year and we will be going back again in 

October 2020.  This is again proving to be an invaluable fund raiser for the club and with 

many hands on deck, the work load is shared, the club pays for all the food etc and we all 

reap the benefits.  Pack a rifle or a bow as well – after work hunts & wet days are a bonus!!! 

People who have very kindly offered or expressed interest in the past can you please contact 

Maureen and mark it on your calendars, book in some leave or make plans to be part of this 

really valued fundraiser.   

The dates are now confirmed as starting on  

Monday 12th October and finishing on Thursday 23 October. 
 

For those who have not been down there before, we have two crews operating (from 

different areas on the station) and we stay in the shearer’s quarters.  This is a major and 

significant fundraiser for our club and all help and assistance from members and friends etc 

is extremely appreciated.  You certainly don’t have to be there for the full 2 weeks – if you 

are able to just provide a couple of days or a long weekend, maybe a week or just however 

long you can contribute is hugely appreciated and by letting Maureen know asap it enables 

the crews to be allocated and juggling in the time that people are able to contribute. 
 

Please contact Maureen to put your name down as this helps immensely with planning and 

takes pressure off the last few weeks when so many other club activities are also happening. 
 

Maureen:  a.j.coleman@xtra.co.nz       0 27 3337786 
 

 

mailto:a.j.coleman@xtra.co.nz
https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjf2KDwueHcAhVJUN4KHY9mCYEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.4thsevenoaks.org.uk/2013/06/notice-of-agm-10th-july-630-pm/weneedyou-654x256/&psig=AOvVaw2SHFe5hAXAcTxwIppdQx_-&ust=1533954992557990
https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjvgqXTuuHcAhVUMd4KHafNA4QQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.globalmeatnews.com/Article/2016/06/29/Demand-for-lamb-rises-in-China&psig=AOvVaw1RHecomurYJVQtyJ7ZiYUZ&ust=1533955143992438
https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjf2KDwueHcAhVJUN4KHY9mCYEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.4thsevenoaks.org.uk/2013/06/notice-of-agm-10th-july-630-pm/weneedyou-654x256/&psig=AOvVaw2SHFe5hAXAcTxwIppdQx_-&ust=1533954992557990
https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjvgqXTuuHcAhVUMd4KHafNA4QQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.globalmeatnews.com/Article/2016/06/29/Demand-for-lamb-rises-in-China&psig=AOvVaw1RHecomurYJVQtyJ7ZiYUZ&ust=1533955143992438
https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjf2KDwueHcAhVJUN4KHY9mCYEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.4thsevenoaks.org.uk/2013/06/notice-of-agm-10th-july-630-pm/weneedyou-654x256/&psig=AOvVaw2SHFe5hAXAcTxwIppdQx_-&ust=1533954992557990
https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjvgqXTuuHcAhVUMd4KHafNA4QQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.globalmeatnews.com/Article/2016/06/29/Demand-for-lamb-rises-in-China&psig=AOvVaw1RHecomurYJVQtyJ7ZiYUZ&ust=1533955143992438
https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjf2KDwueHcAhVJUN4KHY9mCYEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.4thsevenoaks.org.uk/2013/06/notice-of-agm-10th-july-630-pm/weneedyou-654x256/&psig=AOvVaw2SHFe5hAXAcTxwIppdQx_-&ust=1533954992557990
https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjvgqXTuuHcAhVUMd4KHafNA4QQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.globalmeatnews.com/Article/2016/06/29/Demand-for-lamb-rises-in-China&psig=AOvVaw1RHecomurYJVQtyJ7ZiYUZ&ust=1533955143992438


STEVE COLLINS  
 

Speaker for July Club Night 

And NOW also our Annual Prizegiving Evening 

START TIME 7.00PM 
 

Don’t miss out on what will be an excellent night at TVDA – a top quality speaker, a 

great chance to have a good catch up post Covid and share in the many and varied 

successes at TVDA via the presentation of our annual trophies. 
 

Here is some of Steve’s blurb and a couple of photos that will give you a snippet of an 

insight into what we have in store for you at the dinner and prizegiving. 

An upbringing on a 18,900 acre sheep and cattle 

farm in the North Island of New Zealand, life was 

tough and exciting for Steve and his seven siblings 

during the 1960s. Wildlife was plentiful, wild 

Kaimanawa Brumbies were captured and broken in 

for stock horses. Hunting and fishing put food on 

the table and adrenaline in the veins. Hard work 
and independence was expected. 

At age 17, Steve climbed into a helicopter for the 

first time and from that moment he knew he was destined to fly— he was hooked. Three years 

later, he began a career as a shooter for his oldest brother Joe Collins on venison recovery 

operations based in Opotiki. He survived a helicopter crash with his two brothers in 1981 and 

continued shooting until 1983. 

In 2003 Steve was offered the position as chief 

pilot and operations manager for Project Isabella 

in the Galapagos Islands. The project was 

contracted by the United Nations Development 

Program and Charles Darwin Foundation to 

eradicate feral goats and donkeys to restore 

habitat to save many unique endemic species from 
extinction 

This was the largest and most successful ungulate eradication program ever achieved. It was 

during this project, Steve realized he’d become an eco warrior. 

Steve has also become a very accomplished photographer so Im sure we will see 

some of this on the night as he shares some of the ‘life of Steve’.   
 

Most definitely a night not to be missed.   
 

Bring the family and friends to share in this excellent evening – everyone is 

most welcome.  Supper to follow as usual 



 

…..to everyone who has chipped in and helped out 
with various events over the last few weeks.  There 
has certainly be an air of ‘catch up’ post Covid but 
things are back on track and there is a bundle of 
things coming up between now and the end of the 
year. 

Huge thanks also to the wonderful sponsors and 
supporters that helped make the Kids Little 3 
Competition such a buzz for the kids. 

Parents and Grandparents – your help and support 
of the kids was priceless and to our very generous sponsors as well; THANK 
YOU ALL SO MUCH for your wonderful generosity. 
 

Membership Renewals 
 

Thank you also to all those people who 
have paid their subs through the online 
system or for those who are not on email, 
via getting your invoice in the mail. 
 

If you have had problems making your 
payments due to the system not working, 
can you please let me know and I will chase 
it up with the NZDA Office. 
 

Similarly; if you have not received your invoice either by email or through the post, 
please contact me.  
 

Everyone’s membership is hugely valued and appreciated. In return, we as a 
committee are focused very much on representing you and your sporting 
endeavours on the wider front – be that Nationally with NZDA or politically to 
help retain the things that matter so much to us as firearms owners, outdoor 
recreationalist, the retention of the ability to hunt our prized game animal species 
on public land etc. 
 

Many thanks once again everyone –  
Maureen   027 3337786  or   a.j.coleman@xtra.co.nz  
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

K2K Trap Line 
In total since trapping began in May 2017 the catch 

tallies are as follows   

 112 Stoats 

 77 Rats 

 77 Hedgehogs 

 1 Ferret 

 3  Mice  

 2  Birds.  
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Stoats, Rats and all things trapping…… 

As most of you will be aware from the info in previous newsletters, talking to club 

members and the likes, TVDA helps to run and monitor two very successful pest 

control trap lines in the district. 

In summary - The Terry Line was first established 8 years ago up in the Kauaeranga 

Valley to help protect the extremely rare Pterostylis orchid that was found in the area.  

The rat populations were decimating the already precarious hold on life that this tiny 

gem had so we helped get the trap lines set out and from there Mike and Peter took 

over the work of keeping these traps checked on a monthly basis.  Massive kudos to 

both of you for your dedication and hard work – it really has been so appreciated. 

 

WANTED – people to help out with the  

 Terry Line (rat traps located on the Hydro Camp/Pinnacles track area (you do not 

go up to the Pinnacles but instead start off on the Pinnacles trap and loop back 

around to the carpark).  
 

 There is also a new trap line going in along the valley floor from the Camping 

Ground at Kauaeranga and this is one that will appeal to those who feel that the 

Terry Line may be a bit beyond their ‘days in the hills’.  This is one that will be 

‘drivable’ for the most part and easily accomplished for a much wider group of 

members. 

Both of these lines are programmed for checking once a month. 

AND 

DoC is also looking at a training day for new and old trappers with the app “walk the line” for 

recording catches and a bit of health and safety training.  These Apps are very  user friendly 

and a great way of keeping very accurate records of ‘hot spots’ that can further assist with 

other trapping programmes and help learn  more about predatory patterns. 

On the day of the App training they will also be replacing the old traps on the Terry line 

heading up to Pinnacles for those who are able to help out. If you are keen to learn about the 

new equipment but not up to walking the Terry Line – no problems at all, there is something 

for everyone and finding out more about the Valley Floor Line will be great as well.  

This training day is currently marked on the calendar for the second week in August and will 

be at the Kauaeranga Visitor centre. 

For TVDA members who are keen to pick up on checking the Terry Line, do the new Valley 

Floor Line checks or able to help in any way – even just learning to use the ‘walk the line’ app, 

please contact: 

Dennis Hayfield (TVDA) on: 

 l.d.hayfield@xtra.co.nz     or     027 2211892     before Wednesday 5 August. 

mailto:l.d.hayfield@xtra.co.nz


Upcoming Hunting Trips      These 2 are a MUST READ 
 

1   KIDS   – Hi Kids and Parents. 

As a committee we are in the process of organising two hunting trips for the Junior 

members over the coming months but dates are yet to be finalised.  The general vicinity 

of the hunts will be Western Waikato / Northern King Country.  The thing is we need to 

hear from you as the members – if we don’t hear from you, it won’t happen. 

Please do remember that these trips have been organised because people have asked 

for them so we need to hear from you now that the work has been done. 

The split age-wise will be primary school aged kids for one trip and secondary aged 

members will make up the second group.  While the dates are yet to be finalised they 

will be in the late October / November period once lambing is finished as the trips will 

be on sheep and cattle farms. 

Both situations will have accommodation – be it a hut or a woolshed to stay in and will 

be a great opportunity to get out and learn from those who have so much to share and 

are so happy to share as well.   

If you have kids who are keen to be part of this, please contact Maureen   027 3337786   

a.j.coleman@xtra.co.nz  

 

2    Everyone – TVDA Flyin Trip to Te Ureweras  -  Reds, Rusa and Pigs 

Friday 11 – Sunday 13 December  (or Monday 14th December)….or longer as well 

These trips are for any members that want to take part so please make sure you put 

your name down if you are keen. 

The blocks that we have pencilled in are: 

Right Branch, Left Branch, Duckville, Takarua, Casino, Waihua, Ngahiramai. 

Groups of 2 chopper loads (6 people) per block will be put into the blocks.  Most of 

these blocks will have a hut (but not all, nor guaranteed), and there will certainly be  a 

selection of game to hunt.  The price will be $275 Per person for the chopper flight so 

long as you meet the gear and weight criteria as well as 3 per load. 

If you want to make the trip for a longer period that is no problem but you will need to 

advise this at the time of booking so that it can be factored into the planning.   

Bookings must be made by 1 December and it is on a first in first served basis. 

Contact:  Maureen on 027 3337786 or email a.j.coleman@xtra.co.nz  

mailto:a.j.coleman@xtra.co.nz
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Work on Motutapere Hut 

Plans are now advancing for this year on getting materials flown up to the Hut for the repairs 

and maintenance so your help is needed please. 
 

Once we get a group of members together who are able to help with this, the chopper can be 

organised, loaded up and the materials flown to the site. 
 

Last year when this was all planned it got ‘skuttled’ as we were told at the 11
th

 hour that the 

chopper could not land on the helipad, 

that trees posed a safety issue at the site 

and……etc!!!   
 

The long and short of it all is that I 

have been in touch with DOC directly, 

Warren has since flown into the site 

with the operators that they use and it 

was absolutely fine.  Permission has 

been fully granted for us to have 

materials flown into the site – we just 

need people to help with the work and 

matching window in the weather and 

the job is all go.  
 

The work that is required relates to:  levelling up the decking, fixing up the sink/bench so that 

the water actually runs out…., replacing slats on the bunks, recladding the mattress box to keep 

the vermin out, putting a storage area in the porch and just some other general tidy up work. 
 

The materials are all sorted, there will be tools going in and staying in there for future use (to be 

kept in the storage area that will be locked) – we have just had to overcome some unfounded 

hurdles to get the gear into the hut.   

For those going in, it will be possible for your 

packs etc to be flown in as well and we have 

permission to access the Rayonier Forestry area 

for a much quicker walk up the old cullers 

track to the hut.  This will certainly make the 

trip up the hill on foot much quicker. 

Taking your rifle or your bow is a must as well 

– this is not all work and no play.  Hunting is 

also a key part of this trip so make sure you 

come equipped and either check out your 

favourite hunting spot or for up there for the 

first time, learn more about the area and some 

good places to hunt.  

Lay of the land near Motutapere Hut 

Motutapere Hut – Kaimai Ranges 
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Congratulations Riley 
…..on having your story 

published in the latest H&W 

Magazine. 
 

Well done and so proud of you.  

Keep up the great work – for 

both your hunting and writing 

stories 
 

This is also a reminder to all 

members that you can put pen to 

paper or tap our a story and send it 

in for publication.  TVDA has two 

articles in the latest version and you 

have all helped make the second article possible – enjoy 

the reads. 
 

 

 

Do you want your Hunting and Wildlife in a 

hard copy version so that you can pick it up 

and enjoy a read while having a cuppa etc. 

 

These are now able to be ordered from 

NZDA so there are a couple of options for 

doing this: 

 

 You can order them online for $29.00 

for 4 editions by clicking on this link 

https://nzda.shop and follow the 

process through from there. 

   

 Once on this NZDA Shop page, scroll 

down to the bottom for the option to purchase the next 4 issues as a 

package. 

 

 Or contact Maureen and I will just go online and order them for you, 

and you can give me the money at club night etc.   

https://nzda.shop/
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This article is taken from the lastest edition of the Hunting and Wildlife 

 



 



 



 

 



 

A very special Welcome to the  New members 

who have joined TVDA over the last month: 

 

- Manihera Forbes   -  Mike Josephson 

- Rick Taylor    -  Ronny Kurze 

- Robbie & April Cook   -  Scott Aitchison 

- Bruce and Chrissy White  -  Anne Leef 

- Dawn Richards    -  Trish White 

- Pierre Wentzel 

Make sure you all have a catch up with these folks at events or on the range and 

make sure they are made feel very welcome – I know you will all do that anyway. 

 

HUNTS Course and Kick Start Your Journey event 

As a fore runner to our HUNTS course this year, we held a ‘kick start your journey’ last 

weekend and what a huge success it was. 

Slots or a spot in this years HUNTS course are now filled so it was a great opportunity for many 

of the course participant to get to know each other before the course starts proper on 17 

August. 

Everyone enjoyed a sit down meal on Friday night, there was a ‘round the campofire session 

on Friday night with other club members, here was a nice warm place to ‘bunk down’ in the 

clubrooms and the next day we covered various aspects of the great outdoors, dabbled with 

fire lighting, looked over some maps, spent time on the range and all enjoyed delicious 

Venison Burgers for lunch. 

Huge thanks to all those who took part in the weekend and also to the various club members 

who helped out with various aspects of the evnet.  It really was a team effort all round and 

great way to introduce people to their journey into the back country and roll on the rest of the 

HUNTS course programme. 
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           Kids Annual Range Shoot  
 

 

Another fantastic day on the range for TVDA kids was held on Sunday 21 June. 
 

The day was the culmination of some avid young hunters getting out there in search 

of a Possum, a Rabbit and an Eel (or a goat or two as well for the older kids), and 

then to round it out perfectly, we held the Swazi shoot while the kids were all there. 
 

It was absolutely awesome to see so many new kids taking part, the big the small 

and the in between’s all had a go, some impressive young shots showed their 

talents on the day and best of all – there were beaming smiles all round.  The 

smiles were for all sorts of reasons – some because it was their first shot with a .22, 

some did better than last year, a couple managed a 10.1 score and others were just 

having ball on all 

fronts. 
 

Huge thanks to the 

parents and family 

members that also 

helped make this 

happen – there needs 

to be a good number 

of helpers on the 

range to spread the 

load, a busy couple of 

hours for the Range 

Officer/s and then it 

was back down to the clubrooms for deliciously cooked burgers; bangers and bread 

and a coke or two as well to keep the day humming!!!  Nigel your help on all fronts 

in the leadup to this and on the day was a massive help so very special thanks from 

us all. 
 

Congratulation to Elliott Humphrey for getting the High Overall score of 80 /100 With 

this win also came the pick of the prize table and following this, all other shooters 

had their names drawn out of the hat and one by one, they all made their way up to 

the table.  Some were lucky enough to get one of the three fantastic  SWAZI shirts 

that Davey and the Team at SWAZI provides each year, however nobody goes 

home empty handed. Other prizes on offer were other hunting knick knacks that the 

club provided by way of wonderful local sponsors support – there were packs of fish 

hooks and sinkers, flasher rigs, camo paint, camping gear, pocket knives, H&W 

magazines – most definitely something for everyone.  

Photo:  Courtesy Sarah Pert 



 Kids Little 3 Event  

The Kids Little 3 this year saw a really good turnout of young members who got 

out there with parents, grandparents and friends and tried their luck to nab the 

threesome.  Some managed to get all the species on the list (plus some) – 

others struggled on all fronts but the best part of all was that everyone got out 

there and gave it a really good nudge and had a ton of fun in the process. 

It was really awesome to 

see several first time 

entrants as well and this too 

is what makes it all so much 

more fun so well done 

everyone and let’s see 

another great turnout next 

year. 

Special thanks must go to 

the awesome sponsors 

who helped make the day 

such an epic way to finish 

off a great weekend all 

round.   

 

 

 

 

 

Heaviest 1st 2nd 3rd 

Possum Kade Gill Elliott PB Harry Spinks 

Rabbit McKenna Lesley Holly Hoebergen Kade Gill 

Eel Adam Deane (Jnr) Elliott PB McKenna Lesley 

    

Little 3 Adam Deane (Jnr) McKenna Lesley Holly Hebergen 

    

Most Hares Daniel Lesley Team Hoebergen Riley Pert 

    

Most Possums Daniel Lesley   

    

Heaviest Goat Daniel Lesley   

L-R  Harry Spinks, Kade Gill & Elliott Pilkinton – winners 

of the Heaviest Possum Section. 

Photo:  courtesy of Sarah Pert 
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Sika Lodge and Clements Road trip…. 

The first weekend of July saw 10 of us 

gathering at Sika Lodge for our club trip 

on a very cool frosty Friday night – it sure 

as hell was a welcome sight to see the 

fireplace glowing and feeling the warmth 

radiating as the lodge door opened. 

The weather the week leading into the 

trip hadn’t been flash but despite the 

weather forecasts, the snow that has 

been threatening hadn’t arrived and with  

a cracker of a day tomorrow in store, spirits were high. 

Adding to anticipation was that Brian has bagged a nice fat hind a bit earlier in the 

afternoon when he ‘had a bit of spare time on his hands’ – what better to do with it 

than go for a quiet stroll and come face to face with a cheeky hind that popped her 

head up out of a patch of crown fern at the wrong time.  The only thing that would have 

been better would be catching up with the very fresh stag sign that he had been 

following – maybe someone else would get  him tomorrow…… 

Everyone had a good night’s sleep, breakfast was done and dusted in stages and 

everyone made plans for a good day out.  The day dawned as frosty as it had promised 

the night before, pots of warm water were ferried out to the carpark to unfreeze the 

wiper blades and clear the screens and off they went.  There were plenty of other 

hunters at various other spots along the road but there is still so much room in this area 

and everyone got a good days 

hunting under their belts.   

Quentin chose the local basin 

across from the lodge, Mike 

tackled the windfall near the Te 

Iringa (on Saturday only), Francois 

and his trusty canine trod the path 

out to the pines and scrub, Jos 

found a nice sunny face to sit and 

wait, Brian and James hit the top 

side of the road, Mike and Emma 

looped around some promising 

guts and sidlings , Maureen found This is not a photo of Jos’ visitor but a closeup of a 

similar nature all the same…… 

What some of us saw…… 
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a nice basin on bottom side of the road and Peter headed back to a favourite spot that 

he has visited on many occasions in the past.   

Everyone either heard them, saw them or were given a hell of a fright by them…..but 

none had a better encounter than Jos did on the first day.  As he sat there just enjoying 

the warmth of the winter sun’s rays, he heard a wee noise; it got closer and then right 

before him a young deer (a few months old) walked  right up to within 2m of where he 

was sitting.  Alas that rifle has been left knocked into a V in a nearby tree, the camera 

was still in his daybag (that was on his 

back of course) but none of this 

mattered – the moments were too 

good to lose.  Jos and his new friend 

spent a good 2-3 minutes just looking 

at each other at such close quarters 

before the younger of the two turned 

to walk off.  A few glimpses over the 

deers shoulders indicated that maybe 

mum or one of its kin may be nearby 

nothing else appeared.  A couple of 

glances back did not alarm the deer but 

all of a sudden reality kicked in and in a 

flash it was gone – what a few 

moments to savour.  It really does go to show just how close you can get to them……  

As parties and hunters arrived home later in the day everyone had enjoyed a great day 

out – even if Mike’s favourite part was knowing that there was somewhere else that 

didn’t have so much windfall and crap to battle through tomorrow!!! 

Quentin put in the hard yards arriving back at camp after dark – albeit without an 

animal but with even more determination to outwit these spotty squealing little 

buggars tomorrow…… 

The heart of Sika Lodge cranked away with crackling delight as everyone sat around the 

table for tea and enjoyed the company of wonderful hosts Brent and Val as well as two 

other hunters from north of the Bombays……  

Sleep came without too much effort that night – the day had been such a winter delight 

that everyone made the most of their time out there and tomorrow held plenty of 

promise. 

Some went back for ‘another crack’ at where they’d been the day before, Mike was 

delighted to have an easy basin filled with plenty of good sign to hunt; Mike, James and 

Emma did some more leg time out there which was really great, Jos was ever hopeful 

Sika hind grazing amongst the fern……and not 

the one that Brian got either 
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for a repeat of yesterday and Jean Francois was confident that his tracker would get all 

the ducks in a row.   

Brian’s deer was also skinned out, broken down and sorted out for people to all have 

some venison to take home (this was to be a nice surprise when they all got back from 

their hunts), there was also some relaxing 

time spent back at the lodge and time to 

spend having a chat with Brent and Val.    

One by one the hunters returned around 

midday – Quentin found out just how quick 

these little fellas can move; especially when 

a keen hunter is sneaking in and disrupts an 

outpost group that squeals and scatters at a 

great rate of knots…….at very close 

quarters!!!  Mike came back and excitement 

of the hunt was evident straight away – a perfect place to hunt, very fresh sign 

everywhere and good visibility, just perfect.  So perfect in fact that with a good vantage 

spot, being able to hear animals and all ready for the action to happen, Mike sat down, 

looked around and then decided to take off his daybag when a beautiful big stag turned 

and bolted away…..from less than 20m away where he’d been standing the whole 

time!!!  Buggar.  A quick trek in pursuit of the stag was to no avail but so much was 

learned from the moment and the theory I have of ‘the ones that get away teach you 

the most’ was very apt at this time.  On his way back to the road he had squealer 

remind him of just where it was and it was more than just a couple of heartbeats that 

skipped a rhythm as the rest of the mob scattered unseen from nearby. 

Everyone had a fantastic weekend, Sika Lodge was the perfect place to use as a ‘base 

camp’ and special thanks once again to Brent and Val for your wonderful help and 

support.  $30.00 a night for adults and you get a fully kitted out kitchen, great 

atmosphere,  lovely showers, a fantastic fireplace in the lounge and wonderful comfy 

beds in a nice warm bunkroom – perfect.  

A SPECIAL MENTION OF THANKS……to all the team that 

came down.  Before we left as usual we tidied up, 

stripped and changed the bunks, vacuumed, cleaned the 

showers and toilets in appreciation of having such a neat 

place to stay.  Brent and Val have asked that I pass on their heartfelt thanks to each of 

you for your wonderful help and support – it really was appreciated immensely.   

…..It’s so easy to all chip in and do a little bit each and make such a big difference for 

somebody else.  I really am so proud to be part of this club – TVDA you are awesome.  
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TVDA Open Day – change of date: 
 

This event has now been finalised and it will be held on 

 

Saturday 12th September from 10am – 3.00pm . 

 

The date for this has needed to be changed do please note that these 

details here are the confirmed ones. 

 

This will be a ‘come one and all’ open day with much of what we have and do 

at TVDA on display.  There will be chances to show and explain various parts 

of our sports and recreation to those who are keen and come along, and in the 

main – get the chance to highlight the benefits of belonging to a club such as 

ours and the wonderful environment that is there for the uptake. 

 

This will be advertised fairly extensively but we are also looking for ideas and 

suggestions from you as members on what you want to see as part of this day.  

This is a day to promote our club, our sports and help people to understand 

the excellent conservation work too that we all do – be that on the trap lines, 

when out hunting or doing general 

pest control etc.   

 

Please feel free to tell family, 

friends and neighbours about this, 

there will also be advertising in 

various forms of media and  

 

Members – please help out by 

coming along if you can to help 

share the TVDA camaraderie, be 

hosts on the day or help out 

wherever the needs may be. 

 

Please contact Ashleigh if you have 

things that you’d like to see 

included in this day 

ashleigh_d007@hotmail.com  or 

020 40070067 or if you are able to 

be there on the day to help with the 

various activities.   

mailto:ashleigh_d007@hotmail.com


Info from NZCTA re New Gun Laws 

Below is information that has been supplied to us via the New 

Zealand Clay Target Assn.  It has been sent to all National Shooting 

bodies and asked that it be sent out to their members.  More info on 

this will be in the next newsletter and also on the club website page. 

 



 

 

 

The other information provided is also available on the club 

website or on the NZ Police website but in summary it 

relates to: 
 

 Dealer Endorsements 

 Endorsement Holders Information 

 Timing of changes in Arms Legislation 

 

MEMBERS - For your information – once we get more details and 

specifics on how the changes will affect clubs and shooting ranges we will 

keep you all informed. 
 

What we do know is that the laws relating to clubs and ranges will come 

into effect in 2022. 
 

We can advise though that much of what is anticipated in the new laws 

we already do on a regular basis and our TVDA Range is fully certified so 

we are well on the day to being fully compliant and meeting the 

requirements even at this stage. 



DoC Minister and Managers give hunters the finger 

Supplied by Gordon George – President Hutt Valley NZDA  (17.7.2020) 

They had the opportunity to prioritise culling tahr in the exclusion zones whilst consulting 

properly. They had the opportunity to meet biodiversity requirements without sacrificing a 

hunting resource that employs hundreds of New Zealanders. 

Instead in a triumph of arrogance and dogma over reason, Minister Sage and her 

Department (lead by Ben Reddiex in this endeavour) yesterday starting shooting bull tahr 

in the National Parks. The court didn’t say they couldn’t so instead of showing any goodwill 

to the consultation wishes of the judge they have effectively said f*** you to hunters. 

This is the kind of behaviour we can look forward to unless we are effective in forcing the 

department and the politicians that fund it to behave more reasonably. Make no mistake 

this is not the end of the extremism, the Ruahines deer are reportedly next. 

Already across the country hunter groups running conservation projects are giving DoC 

notice that their projects may be threatened through lack of volunteers and enthusiasm for 

a department hell bent on unnecessary heavy handed control to levels where hunting is 

unviable. All this driven by a mix of dogma and new funding rather than actual biodiversity 

need. All this harm purely for dogma. 
 

https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/nztf 
 

They will not change tack unless we make them through sheer weight of numbers and the 

churn we can create. YOU need to write (politely) to both DoC and Government ministers 

such as the deputy Prime Minister, Grant Robertson who is Minister of Sport and 

Recreation (g.robertson@ministers.govt.nz). Hunting as a sport has more male 

participants than rugby or cricket (154,000 from the 2014 sport and active recreation 

survey), we need to remind them of how many of us there actually are, and we will all vote 

in September. 
 

Write to NZ First, it was they who gave us Minister Sage and her extremism after all. All the 

Minister contacts and guidance can be found via the following link. 

https://www.nzcpr.com/quick-email-mps/ 
 

Remember to also ask questions and note them as official information requests.  

 Ask the deputy Prime Minister if it is government policy to put New Zealanders out of 

work so as one Minister can pursue a long held goal of eradicating a species she does 

not value. Note your concerns over this excessive cull and what might be next. 

 Ask other government ministers including your local MP questions in relation to 

game animals etc etc 

https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/nztf
mailto:g.robertson@ministers.govt.nz
https://www.nzcpr.com/quick-email-mps/


The following questions of DoC and the Conservation Minister might be useful to you 

though please mix and match rather than simply copy. The main thing is we need lots and 

lots of feedback and questions to get their attention. 

 Communication including email between the Minister of Conservation and Forest and 
Bird and also from the Minister to the Conservation Authority for period 1/1/2020 
until 17/7/2020 with regards to Tahr/Tahr control and/or deer control 

 

 Communication between or including James Holborow and Ben Reddiex and Forest 
and Bird for period 1/1/2020 until 17/7/2020 with regards to Tahr/Tahr control 
and/or deer control. 

 

 Date and location and data of any tahr control operations that have happened during 
the year 2020 to date(17/7/2020) 

 

 Date/location and information regarding any Tahr monitoring that has happened 
during the year 2020 to date29/6/2020) 

 

 Communication between Ngai Tahu and the Department of Conservation in the 
period 1/1/2020 until 17/7/2020 with regards to Tahr/Tahr control. 

 

 Tier one vegetation monitoring data for the years 2018/19, including Tahr metadata 
record sheets, subplot measurements-snow tussock, acipylla and fleshy herb record 
sheets, random subplot record sheets, individual measurements-snow tussocks 
sheet, individual measurement -acipylla and fleshy herb sheets and individual 
measurements-woody shrub sheets. 

 

 Tier one vegetation monitoring data for the years 2017/18, including Tahr metadata 
record sheets, subplot measurements-snow tussock, acipylla and fleshy herb record 
sheets, random subplot record sheets, individual measurements-snow tussocks 
sheet, individual measurement -acipylla and fleshy herb sheets and individual 
measurements-woody shrub sheets. 

 

 Ask for the DoC communication plan and who fact checked materials to be used in it 
and who was provided with those materials and when. 

 

 When will the Himalayan Tahr Control Plan be formally reviewed as was required 
over 20 years ago? 

 

 When will the HimalayanTahr Control Plan be given science based data to replace the 
now nearly 30 year old conservative estimates used in the absence of information on 
tahr numbers and vegetation health? 

 
Go for it and do it soon ! 

 



For extra impact……. 

Additional to the minister (E.Sage@ministers.govt.nz) address questions to  
 
breddiex@doc.govt.nz 
 
jholborow@doc.govt.nz 
 
Ensure to use OIA or Official Information Act in the title and request noting that the 
request must be met as soon as possible and in no case later than 20 working days. 
 
DoC have chosen to take an unconstructive path, your efforts and the efforts of your mates 
and family can help make them behave reasonably. 
 
Thanks 
 
Gordon George 
 
Editors Note:     Gordon is President 
Hutt Valley Branch of NZDA….and   
Lower North Island Red Deer Foundation* 
 
*The LNIRDF set up as a 
group and took DOC to task 
via the Courts 3 years ago for 
the very same manner and 
process that they are applying 
here for the Tahr – and the 
LNIRDF won their case against 
DOC on 26.6.2017.  It was not 
a wet bus ticket either but 
now they have tried the exact 
same process against another 
of our game animals – the 
Tahr…..  
 
 

This is nothing to do with the 

Tahr Issue but it highlights 

someone’s sense of 

humour…….which we all need. 

They were probably one of 

those people who had been 

having problems at the 

supermarket over lockdown!!!! 

 

mailto:E.Sage@ministers.govt.nz
mailto:breddiex@doc.govt.nz
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DOC RESTARTS TAHR CULL BEFORE CONSULTATION 
 

Friday, 17 July 2020, 4:38 pm 

Press Release: Tahr Foundation  

DOC have begun killing tahr in Aoraki/Mt Cook 
and Westland Tai Poutini National Parks before 
undertaking consultation with the hunting 
sector and it is another kick in the guts says the 
NZ Tahr Foundation. 

The killing of bull tahr in Aoraki/Mt Cook and 
Westland Tai Poutini National Parks has always 
been the most controversial part of the culling programme. 

“Mature bull tahr in our national parks are the ultimate recreational and commercial 
resource and worth up to $14,000 each to the economy so we are quite frustrated that DOC 
have chosen to do this part of the operation before consultation has begun,” says the Tahr 
Foundation’s Willie Duley.  

“While we acknowledge that last week’s High Court decision gave DOC the right to begin 
culling before consultation, we hoped they would have given the hunting sector the chance 
to have a say before starting with the national parks.” 

“Tahr hunters regard Aoraki/Mt Cook and Westland Tai Poutini National Parks as the 
pinnacle of the Kiwi alpine hunting experience. To have this taken away without even being 
consulted is a very bitter pill to swallow.” 

“Contrary to what DOC claims, there is no conservation imperative for this, especially to 
target bulls as the bulls don’t have kids. This will have a far bigger impact on peoples’ 
livelihoods than what DOC are suggesting. They have not even considered the effects on 
the huge recreational hunting sector and the retail industries that rely on it” 

“It would have been an act of good faith for DOC to have prioritised the control work 
outside the feral range that all stakeholders agree needs to happen. That is uncontroversial 
and vital to preventing tahr spreading to surrounding landscapes,” says Duley. 

“We are also worried that many recreational tahr hunters and other backcountry users 
currently in the mountains are unaware DOC have restarted their helicopter culling 
operations. We have had contact with local operators that have hunters potentially in close 
proximity to tahr in and around the national parks, that are concerned at the safety risk this 
presents.” 

DOC’s restarting of culling operations brings into stark focus just how important it is that 
the long-out-of-date 1993 Himalayan Tahr Control Plan is reviewed and an acceptable long-
term management strategy put in place. 

https://info.scoop.co.nz/Tahr_Foundation
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“I’m sure I can speak for all stakeholders when I say we are sick of the almost annual 
conflict that the 1993 Plan and DOC’s failure to review it has created,” says Duley. 

“The 1993 Plan was put in place as a best-guess at a time when little information was really 
known about tahr in our alpine environment. The intention stated within the Plan was for it 
to be reviewed and updated as more science and information was developed.” 

“DOC have never undertaken the proper research 
on vegetation impacts, herd densities and the 
contributions of recreational and commercial 
hunting that are necessary to inform future 
management. Instead they focus on short-term 
culling programmes like what is happening right 
now that pit the various stakeholders against 
each other.” 

“The reality is that there is a huge amount of 
common ground among stakeholders. We all 
agree that tahr must be eradicated outside their 

feral range, we all accept that some form of management is required and yet we also know 
that tahr are an extremely precious recreational and commercial resource,” says Duley. 

“Those are solid foundations to build an enduring management regime upon.” 

Over 50,000 people have signed the Tahr Foundation’s petition calling for a halt to the cull 
and hundreds are expected at the hunter-led Tahr Jam protest drive from Lake Pukaki to 
Aoraki/Mt Cook on Sunday. 

 

Vote for Change    

This is the same group of politicians in the 
PREVIOUS two articles that are working their arses off to destroy the game animals in our 
back country and the same ones that found it so easy to kick good honest and law abiding 
firearms owners and users in the guts.  Now they are hell bent on decimating the tahr from 
our National Parks and if they succeed in this – watch our sika, wapiti herds and hunters; 
these gems will be next. 

The Labour/Greens coalition will also not stop there either if Eugene is let have her way.  

Remember September 19 is not far away – your votes for common sense and to protect 
what is so important to us has never been more essential than it is now; be that to help 
retain our firearms and our hunting as both are under very real threat. 

Add this to the Covid blunders and the train wreck continues to happen all around us. 
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A personal note of thanks to those who have supported me 

over the last 18 months 

Dear Maureen and member of TVDA, 

When it became clear the politicians would use the tragic events in Christchurch to ram through 

law changes focused at identity politics rather than safety, I put my hand up to fight back. 

More than a year later, look what COLFO has achieved: a strong united voice for law-abiding, 

decent New Zealanders, who happen to enjoy firearm based sports, recreation, and lifestyles. Far 

from the “Trolls” the Police Association and Police Minister called us, COLFO has actually been 

the voice of rational debate. 

But with the assent to the Arms Legislation Act – despite its very clear flaws, despite the exposure 

of the Police cover-up of their irresponsibility, and despite all the promises from NZ First that they 

stood with rural New Zealand – it shows that a strong voice outside of Parliament just isn’t enough. 

And as we saw with the decision from the High Court on Thursday, it doesn't matter that you have 

traditional human rights and longstanding law on your side. A majority coalition in Parliament can 

ride roughshod over you and your rights. 

When it comes to the rights of licenced firearms owners, Labour, New Zealand First, and 

sometimes even National’s record shows that there needs to be more MPs who ‘get it’. We 

need people who have the technical understanding within Parliament and who are willing to 

ask the tough questions of the Government and the Police. 

So now my year ago hand up for a few months has now turned into a long term commitment. I’ve 

been persuaded that to beat them in Parliament, I have to be there. 

Maureen, I have decided to accept ACT’s nomination for Parliament – to continue the fight 

for the licenced firearm owning community and to advocate for better public policies from 

within. I want to be on the spot to call out the kind of cynical disrespect for ordinary New 

Zealanders I’ve seen over the last 18 months. 

With my decision to join and stand for ACT, I have stood down from COLFO as their 

Spokesperson and Secretary. And while I might be leaving these roles, I certainly won’t be turning 

my back on these issues. ACT are appointing me as their spokesperson on firearms and 

outdoor issues and will today announce my list ranking at number three. 

https://www.facebook.com/1659771744254606/photos/p.1659774434254337/1659774434254337/
https://www.fairandreasonable.co.nz/
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This will be my last message to you on the Fair and Reasonable email list. To keep up with my 

campaigning over the next few months, click here to follow my progress. It’s been a privilege to get 

so much helpful feedback over the last year. I hope it will keep coming for my new role. 

COLFO and this campaign are in safe hands. While I’ve had the privilege of fronting the Fair and 

Reasonable campaign, there are dozens of talented people who have made it possible. They're 

not quitting. Having voices outside of Parliament holding MPs to account is essential if we are to 

win the hearts and minds of New Zealanders, the media, and MPs. 

So I look forward to serving you, albeit in a different role, should I be fortunate enough to earn your 

party vote and make it to Parliament with the ACT Party. 

->> Click here to get my ACT updates <<- 

Thank you for your support. 

 

 
Nicole McKee 
(Former) Spokesperson 
Fair and Reasonable Campaign 

 

HEAR MORE FROM NICOLE 

Thank you for signing up to receive updates from me on the campaign. 

The utter contempt shown by every party in Parliament except ACT towards licensed firearms 
owners over the past 18 months shows that we need more MPs who get it. We need more MPs 
who know this community. More MPs who have a technical understanding of gun laws. More MPs 
with the guts to do what's right. That's why I have decided to stand for ACT in the upcoming 
election. 

I look forward to campaigning for the rights of firearms owners and all New Zealanders during this 
election. I hope I can count on your support too. 

 

Nicole McKee 
ACT's Firearms and Outdoor Issues Spokesperson 

You can contact Nicole via email nicole.mckee@act.org.nz 

 

 

 

https://www.fairandreasonable.co.nz/r?u=wLjlmEt85aWOap8U3xAJnKeNb8mLnK8q4GCsYOxnU6JCg8aCyFNVv0NlfjtJCp_KK9xP8MknvoGrBSNu1af6Cpk4lRma5yRo0iUwN3-WVklsf5fNZHXucmU0W8s1_4Ah&e=ce455e184cffe86e0c679b58a9ed6ae9&utm_source=fairandreasonable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=200628_quitting&n=3
https://www.fairandreasonable.co.nz/r?u=wLjlmEt85aWOap8U3xAJnKeNb8mLnK8q4GCsYOxnU6JCg8aCyFNVv0NlfjtJCp_KK9xP8MknvoGrBSNu1af6Cpk4lRma5yRo0iUwN3-WVklsf5fNZHXucmU0W8s1_4Ah&e=ce455e184cffe86e0c679b58a9ed6ae9&utm_source=fairandreasonable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=200628_quitting&n=3
https://www.fairandreasonable.co.nz/r?u=wLjlmEt85aWOap8U3xAJnKeNb8mLnK8q4GCsYOxnU6JCg8aCyFNVv0NlfjtJCp_KK9xP8MknvoGrBSNu1af6Cpk4lRma5yRo0iUwN3-WVklsf5fNZHXucmU0W8s1_4Ah&e=ce455e184cffe86e0c679b58a9ed6ae9&utm_source=fairandreasonable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=200628_quitting&n=4
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Bow hunters Corner 

      
 

 

 

 

Since the last newsletter TVDA has been the host club and venue for the 2nd round of the 

Bowhunters Interclub event.  This was held on Sunday 28 June.  The weather had been 

pretty grotty in the lead up to the event, the day before when the targets were being put 

out was very wet but skies dawned fine on the day and the sun shone through – much to 

the delight of all the archers and helpers alike. 

Some excellent shooting was on offer – despite some ‘rust’ on the bows thanks to Covid 

Lockdown but it didn’t take long for the much honed skills to start showing through. 

Due to Covid there was also the need to postpone the Kiwi 3D and Interclub competitions 

over March – May as they had originally been advertised. 

You will see in the calendar (in the front of this newsletter) that these ‘new’ days are now 

being accommodated over a reduced timeframe so that they can all be held before 

everyone gets caught up in the madness of the festive season. 

Please make sure that you check these out and let Shelley know if you are keen to take part 

in the ‘away events’.   

There have also been a set of Field Setting Standards and Procedure formulated for 

preparing Bowhunter fields and setting targets so please make sure you catch up with 

Shelley, Bill or Dennis re these at the next and upcoming club days if you were not able to 

attend the July club day.  This is everyone’s responsibility. 

There is also a process being developed for Bowhunter/Archery Field Scrutineers and 

Field Setters so find out more about this as well. 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

Next club day is Sunday 9th August 2020 

Wanted 

Right wing feathers from wing of Turkey, Peacock, White Goose or 

Canadian Geese. 

The first 8 feathers only please. 

 Ph Bill 07 867 5611 or 0276566058 
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RATES QUOTED FOR 

NZ Deerstalkers Association 
 

Group Booking Reference: FA5474 

The below rates are based on prices to date, inclusive of         

GST and subject to availability. 

 

Fares:      Peak Each Way 

Adult      $52.00 

Child      $25.00 

Motorcycle     $50.00 

Campervan/Motorhome up to 5.5mt $170.00 

Additional half metre   $42.00 

Car/Ute/Van/4WD/trailer up to 5.5mt $137.00 each 

Additional half Metre   $22.00 

Plus  Lounge     $55.00 18yrs plus 

Peak Dates:               19 – 28 April 20 

 

Fares:      Off Peak Each Way 

Adult      $47.00 

Child      $25.00 

Motorcycle     $40.00 

Campervan/Motorhome up to 5.5mt $145.00 

Additional half metre   $37.00 

Car/Ute/Van/4WD/trailer up to 5.5mt $124.00 each 

Additional half Metre   $20.00 

Plus Lounge      $55.00 18yrs plus 

Off Peak Dates:      01 March – 3 April 2020;  and 28 April – 11 December 2020 

Group Booking conditions and instructions for members are: 

 Reservations can be made directly with Interislander online at 
https://www.greatjourneysofnz.co.nz/members-fares 

  
 by entering FA5474 into the group discount code box. 

 Space is subject to availability at the time of the booking request. 

 Bookings are 90% refundable if cancelled up to 1 hour before departure. 

 Date and time changes allowed up to 1 hour before departure without penalty, subject to 
availability. 

 NZDA membership card to be shown at check-in or full retail fare will be charged.  
Membership card to be in the name of the person travelling. 

 Fares subject to change with notification. 

 If booking from outside NZ you will need to request your booking be made via email. 

 Rates valid for travel 01 February through to 11 December 2020 
 Please note that no discount applies 19 December 2020 through to and including 31 January 211 

 

https://www.greatjourneysofnz.co.nz/members-fares


 

 

 

 

 

 

                 TVDA Anniversary Cup 

                100 Sporting Targets 

                           Thames Valley District Championships 

 

Sunday 1st November 2020 - 8.30am start 

 

Thames Valley Deerstalkers Range, Morrison Road, Paeroa 

(1.5kms past Racecourse) 10.30am cut-off for entries 

 

Welcome one and all - great targets for everyone 

Excellent targets shot on two separate fields of 50 

**Transport for all shooters to the start of each field** 

Superb prize table and friendly atmosphere 

Wonderful food and hospitality 

Ammo available and Eftpos on site 

Holten Collegiate Trophy - (any shooter who is still at school is eligible) 

Top Notch Drawn Prizes - must be there to take these prizes 

 

Grades:  AA, A, B, C, Unregistered  - $70.00 

Categories:  Ladies,  Veterans,   S/Vets,   Masters,   Juniors,  TVDA   $60.00 

 

Enquiries - Maureen Coleman:  027 3337786 or a.j.coleman@xtra.co.nz 

 

mailto:a.j.coleman@xtra.co.nz
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