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Identify your target beyond ALL doubt 

www.tvda.co.nz 

Great work Jack ς Jack with his first goat on the recent club trip 

http://www.tvda.co.nz/


Thames Valley Committee and Contacts  

Clubrooms:  101 Morrison Road, Paeroa  

www.tvda.co.nz   

CLUB NIGHTS:  Are always the LAST  Wednesday of the month.   

Start time 7.30pm    

(social time begins from 6.30pm onwards)  

Patron  Basil Morrison 021 946403 

   

President  Maureen Coleman 027 3337786   or 

a.j.coleman@xtra.co.nz 

Vice President  Andrew Austen 027 7269457 

Vice President  Brian Neilson 027 8910958 

   

Secretary  Bronwyn Joynt  027 6984248 

   

Treasurer  Lisa Daly   0272 557792 

   

Committee:  Keven Caddy 027 4881207 

 James Cole 027 7386924 

 Tony Coleman 027 9271848 

 John Senk  027 4660549 

 Brie Joynt 021 12368390 

 Karen Austen  # 027 3186259 

 Mike Nankivell 021 02921224 

 Clay Austen 027 3819131 

   

Newsletter  Maureen Coleman 

                                                

027 3337786 

a.j.coleman@xtra.co.nz   

Archery Contact  Brie Joynt 02102368390 

Clay Target Contact Tony Coleman 027 9271848 

HUNTS Co-ordinator  Brian Neilson 027 8910958 

Chief Range Officer Maureen Coleman 027 3337786 

Douglas Score Contact Len Cubitt 027 4978598 

Kaimai Ridgeway Trust  Wayne Stachurski 027 4916352 

Motutapere Hut contact  Mike Cook 027 4741112 

Kauritatahi Hut  Wayne Stachurski 027 4916352 

Club Trip organiser  Maureen Coleman 027 3337786 

Native Tree Nursery  Bill Olsen 027 6566058 

Bar Manager  Keven Caddy 027 4881207 

Bar Assistants  As shown above (#)  and  

 Trish Stachurski & Peter Flynn  

   

DOC Liaison Maureen Coleman 027 3337786 

Police Liaison  Maureen Coleman 027 3337786 

Kids Survival Camp  Nigel Lesley 027 4823117 

Membership Officer s Wayne Stachurski & Maureen Coleman See above for ph numbers 

   

Property  Brian Neilson & Mike Nankivell  See above for ph numbers 

Disclaimer:   As the contents of this magazine come from various sources, the opinions or ideas expressed are not necessarily endorsed 

by this committee or by the NZDA Board, nor may they conform to branch or National Policy.  The official publication of the New 

:ÅÁÌÁÎÄ $ÅÅÒÓÔÁÌËÅÒÓȭ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ Ȱ.: (ÕÎÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ 7ÉÌÄÌÉÆÅȱȢ 
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Club Events Calendar 
 

MAKE SURE YOU READ THIS INFO BELOW AND HAVE DONE YOUR RANGE INDUCTION 

PRIOR TO USING THE RANGE.  

 

If you have NOT done a Range Induction (since the new range has been completed  a 

about 3  years ago ) ï you are not permitted to use the range unless you have 

someone with you who HAS done a Range Induction . 

 

 

This barrier GATE (in the photo below)  MUST be across the track at ALL TIMES when the 

range is in use. 

 

The Committee has also instructed that it be noted in the Newsletter that we have had instances of people 

using the Range OUTSIDE the permitted times.   

These instances have been brought to our attention, they have been put through a committee meeting and 

the people concerned have been stood down from using the range. 

As a minimum; the starting point for this range use issue is a 3 month stand down from any range use at all 

and the people concerned MUST redo a Range Induction before they can commence using the range. 

This is also something that ǿŜΩŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ folks so please make sure you adhere to the rules 

as it is these rules that will enable us to keep the range operting as it is ς FOR YOU to use. 
 

If you are responsible enough to have a firearms licence; those same criteria need to be applied here please. 

 

RANGE USE ς only for those who have undertaken a Range induction 

HOURS OF USE:     т Řŀȅǎ ŀ ǿŜŜƪΧΦ except Xmas Day, Boxing Day and Anzac Morning 

7.00am -7.30pm  - during daylight saving for all calibres and  

7.00am -  dusk  - outside of daylight saving for all calibres.   

¶ NOTE:  Archery, slug guns and .22 LRs only  (not magnums or any centrefires) are able 

to use used from 7.00am to dusk at any time of the year. 

 



As an important FYI to all members ς please make sure that regardless of what range you are using 

when you come up to sight rifles in, this EACH OF THESE BULLETPOINTS BELOW MUST BE DONE: 

¶ BARRIER GATE as shown in the above photo must be across the driveway and the flags on the 

gate are in place 

 

¶ FLAG AT THE ENTRANCE GATE to the property (road gate) MUST BE PUT UP 

 

¶ FLAG ON THE FLAGPOLE AT THE 100m shooting mound MUST BE PUT UPΧΧΦΦ 

 

¶ FLAGS ON THE TWO SIDE GATES must be turned up the right way in their holders 

 

¶ There is also a red flag (in a road cone) at each range.  This cone with the flag in it is to be 

placed in front of the shooting mound when up checking your targets.  

 

¶ If someone leaves the range but you are still shooting ς YOU MUST MAKE SURE THAT THE 

BARRIER GATE HAS BEEN CLOSED AGAIN WHEN THEY LEFT.  THIS IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY AS 

YOU ARE STILL ON THE RANGE.  We do however ask that all people leaving the range to make 

sure you do your bit too please by putting the barrier up again if there are still shooters using 

the range.  Thankyou very much 

 

¶ The Condensed version of the range standing orders on the club notice board and have all the 

relevant info for members using the range on a casual basis ςplease ensure that you are fully 

familiar with all of these details. 
 

 
 

 

www.ngaituhoe.iwi.nz ς website for Te Urewera Hunting Permit 

 

www.doc.govt.nz  -  for your 12 month DOC Hunting Permit 
 

 

http://www.ngaituhoe.iwi.nz/
http://www.doc.govt.nz/


 

UPCOMING RANGE INDUCTION DATES  

AS BOOKED IN THE TVDA CALENDAR ON THE WEBSITE  

Rifle Ranges :   Rifle Range Induction dates and times for the next couple of months are as follows: 

¶ Wednesday 27th May  4.00pm   (and then stay on for Club Night/ Measuring Night afterwards) 

¶ Sunday 21st June  4.00pm 

¶ Sunday 19th July  9.00am 

 

Archery Practice Range:    

For people are wanting to do an Archery Practice Range Induction, in the first instance please contact or text: 

 Dennis 027 221 1892      or      Bill 027 656 6058 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Lisa Daly has 

done an awesome job organising the new shirts for the 

Predator Trapping Team  Members  as you can see 

below.   

These are very deliberately óBright Orangeô as itôs much 

easier ot wear a Tee Shirt than floundering around and 

getting tangled up in a Hi Viz Vest just for the sake of it. 

Keep an eye our for these awesome volunteers when 

you are out and about and if anyone is keen to get on 

board and be part of Predator Trapping 101 at TVDA, 

then please make sure you give 

Brian a call.   

Brian Neilson  027 3337786  or   

email him at 

brianneilson@xtra.co.nz  

To collect your new shirt, 

please catch up with Brian at 

the AGM or Measuri nig night   - there will be a size 

there to fit you for sure . 

 

       Thanks so much Lisa from us all

 

The trapping team  - in their 

new shirtsé.. 

 

mailto:brianneilson@xtra.co.nz


tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ  

First things first folks, apologies that you have only 

been getting email updates for things that are 

coming up over the last few months.  In reality 

ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǎǇŀǊŜ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ 

day to rattle a newsletter out so hopefully this one 

will keep you up to speed with how things have 

been ticking along, updates on events, photos and 

snippets on various things that have taken place 

ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ 

Massive thanks to all those people who have been 

involved in all manner of events and things 

happening at TVDA since the last newsletter.  A 

snippet of some of these events etc are as follows:   

¶ We had a fantastic trip away docking this 

year ς our two crews did just over 25,000 

lambs in 5 ½  days of work 

¶ There was the TVDA Ecolab Sporting Clay 

Shoot in November 

¶ Multiple corporate events in the leadup to 

Christmas where people were needed to 

run events etc 

¶ Working bees have happened 

¶ Additional Trap lines have been put in place 

and ongoing monitoring is getting done 

¶ The Kids Survival Camp was another 

outstanding success for everyone and such 

a cool event to be part of ς thanks so much 

everyone for your input to this 

¶ Maureen Bennett Memorial Shoot in early 

Feb where we had 135 shooters and 

another superb group of helpers on all 

fronts 

¶ Club nights have been fantastic ς DOC re 

the hunter management work, Nelson and 

Laura with their Kaimai Kaitiaki work, Kids 

Club Night, Glacier Rifles / Metrology Group 

in February and Laura and Brendan running 

a Kiwi Aversion session for members to get 

their dogs all up to speed and certified, 

while others snipped away in the clubrooms 

and helped assemble another 50 predator 

trapping boxes all ready to be put out in the 

field to round things out in March.    

¶ Club trips to Pureora, Erua, Whirinaki and a 

kids goat shooting trip to Raglan have also 

been real successes so huge thanks to 

everyone who has been part of these and 

made it all possible. 

SUBMISSIONS ς I heard you almost groaning under 

the weight of this word but I have to say a massive 

thanks and shout out to all TVDA members who did 

submissions on the latest call ς the Arms Bill which 

closed in mid February.  I know there was a 

fantastic response from TVDA members so 

thankyou all so much.  Plain and simple folks ς this 

opportunity was pretty much a one in a generation 

for us and we have been given such a golden 

opportunity to provide feedback for something that 

is so pivotal in our sport.  Once all the submissions 

become available online it will be proof of just how 

many from TVDA made submissions. 

See you at the May Club Night ς which is Measuring 

Night and see more through the newsletter but 

JUNE will be a CLUB DAYΧΦΦSaturday 20th June. 

Safe hunting out there folks and make sure you 

ALWAYS identify your target beyond ALL DOUBT.  

²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ƴŜǾŜǊ ΨŎŀƭƭ ōŀŎƪΩ ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƭŜǘ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǊƻǿ 

once it has been sent on its way. 

Maureen  

A huge ferret bites the dust ς Our trapping 

programme working its magic.  Thanks so much 

to ALL the volunteers that make this possibleΧ 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTEȣȢ)t would be fair to say that I got a bit of a strum up at the recent committee meeting 

because there were so few people aside from the committee that turned up to the last AGM 

(2025).   

7ÈÉÌÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÏÉÎÔ ÏÆ ÖÉÅ× ×ÁÓ ÈÅÁÒÄ ÆÏÒ ÓÕÒÅȟ ) ÁÍ ÎÏ× ÐÕÔÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÔÏ ÙÏÕ ÁÌÌȣȣȢ) ÃÁÎ 

only do what I can do (and I think I give things a pretty good nudge with my time, efforts and 

input) so I am asking you all to really make an effort please to come along to the AGM on 

Wednesday night. 

)Ô ÉÓ ÎÏÔ Á ÌÏÎÇ ÄÒÁ×Î ÏÕÔ ÁÆÆÁÉÒȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÎÏ ÃÏÍÐÕÌÓÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÏ ȬÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÇÏ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 

ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȭȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ Á ÃÈÁÎÃÅ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÁÙ ÉÆ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÒÁÉÓÅ ÂÕÔ ÉÔȭÓ 

also a chance to share in the successes of what your committee and your club have achieved over 

the last 12 months. 

LΩƳ extremely proud of what we have here at TVDA and you should be too; we have excellent 

facilities, a great culture for families and opportunities as well as fantastic morale and a genuine 

willingness from everyone to help others where and when they can. 

These things are a pretty rare commodity ς so please keep making the most of what TVDA has to 

offer. 

2 

..TVDA   AGM.. 
Wednesday 20th May 2026 

7pm start 

Hope to see a good turnout please as this is 

YOUR club and YOUR input and ideas at the 

AGM are what help us to keep  

providing what you want. 

 



2025 

May Club Night  ï is Measuring Night  

Wednesday 27 th May 

This is the one club night in the year that is totally informal with regards to when you arrive, itôs a mix and 

mingle evening from start to finish and in between all of that, all / any animal heads and trophies that people 

have taken during the year will be Douglas Scored (measured).   

Itôs a fantastic night to see the results of peopleôs time in the hills, the hard slog that has often taken place 

even before the animal was taken and then of course there are the cool stories that come to light from any 

time spent hunting in the hills.   

Everyone is most welcome; so bring the family or your mates 

along, itôs an early start and tea is provided free of charge as 

per normal for our club nights.   

Doors open at 5.30pm, measuring the trophies will commence 

from that time and tea will be available from approx 6.30 ï 

7.30pm.  Just roll on in when you can ï measuring will 

continue throughout the evening. 

 

Remember:  for a trophy to be eligible for measuring, 

it must:  

¶ NOT HAVE THE SKULL CUT  (if you are  

  not sure about this, please contact Douglas Scorers 

  Maureen, Brian, Andrew or Karen on the committee 

  ï ph numbers at the start of this newsletter) 

¶ Be clean and tidy  (cooked out and dry) 

¶ You must be a financial member when the 

  animal was taken  for it to quality for  
  competition rights 

¶ GOOD LUCK EVERYONE -  SEE YOU ON 27TH  

  May 

  

 

 
 
 
Some more of the entries 
from Measuring Night 
2025é. 

 

[ŀǎǘ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ aŜŀǎǳǊƛƴƎ ƴƛƎƘǘΥ  Jack with his 

first Sika Stag ς and certainly a trophy for 

himΧΧŀƴŘ L ōŜǘ ƘŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎƘƻƻǘǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 

one the same!!!  Great work Jack. 



Also on Measuring Nighté.its the time to bring along your 
photo entries for the annual photo competitions.  Please see 
all the categories and info belowé. 

 

Photographic Competitions ï Photo competitions 
Entries MUST be in to Maureen Coleman by Wednesday 27th May (measuring 

night) at the LATEST 

 
The following is a summary of all of the photos for the competitions 
that are on offer at TVDA.  In essence all photos have to be a 
maximum of 7 x 5 to qualify for the various competitions EXCEPT for 
the Holten Trophy which is designed especially for enlarged/frames 
photos.  The general competition photos can be smaller but must not 
exceed this 7 x 5 size to be eligible.   
 
bƻǿΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŎǊƻƭƭ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ мн ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ 
printed off for the competition.  There are so many categories and sections ς there is 
something for everyone!! 
 
The entrant must have been a financial member of TVDA at the time they took the photo. 
Entries are not to be taken from any from of vehicle ς be that boat, plane, car etc. Similarly, 
photos of game animals taken behind the wire are also not allowed.  Wild animals that have 
no barrier (ie deer fence) restricting them to where the photo is taken are fine. 
 
All photos must be taken in NZ with the exception of the Flynn Trophy which is open to any 
ǘƻǇƛŎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ΨƘǳƴǘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŦƭŀǾƻǳǊΩ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
Ψhuman interestΩ title for this does NOT mean that it has to have a person in the photo ς it 
Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƙƛƭƭǎ ƻǊ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ŀƴŘ ΨŎŀǘŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊ ŜȅŜΩ 
essentially. 
 
 

Best Colour Print  

As it states ς best colour print.  This can be of any topic that is hunting related ς ie a scenic 
photo while out hunting or in the back country, a sunset, animals, plants, huts etc.   
 
 

Stalking Interest Cup 

This photo can be colour or black and white and is to be taken while on a hunt however it 
does not have to have animals in it.  Stalking interest can have shot animals in it, but it is 
recommended that photos avoid too much blood and show the animal in a respectful 
manner.  This section can also have photos of hunting mates in it, places you have been or 
things that you come across when out on the hunt.  It does not have to be in the bush. 
 
 

 

http://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiIiL2u9K3TAhVDhbwKHYQrDHAQjRwIBw&url=http://snapsort.com/&psig=AFQjCNEpZkqwbTmKtNjhp66cHEd78lK-uw&ust=1492601564001865


 

 

Wildlife Cup 

This section can also be colour or black and white and must show Wildlife of some manner ς 
and preferably when out in the wild.  It can be game animals, insects, mammals, birds etc ς 
so long as they are alive and in their natural state. 
 

Best Black and White Print 

As it states ς photos must be black and white ς not sepia or any other colour in them.  This 
can be of any topic that is hunting related ς ie a scenic photo while out hunting or in the back 
country, animals, plants, huts, silhouettes, relics etc. 
 
   

Human Interest   (Flynn Trophy) 

tǊŜǘǘȅ ƳǳŎƘ ΨŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƎƻŜǎΩ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ōŜ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ т Ȅ р ŀƴŘ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 
taken overseas, taken from a vehicle, have people in it OR NOT (remember just because it 
says Human Interest, it does NOT have to have people in it).  Juniors can also enter this 
competition but if the photos are taken outside of NZ or the NZDA criteria, the photo can 
only apply to this section and not the Junior section. 
 
Monar ch of the Glen ς Group of 3 photos 

Monarch of the Glen (Group of 3 photos) 
This category can have any range of photos that come under the above topics, but it is good 
to have them related in some manner ς ie all animals, three different stages of the trip, 
scenic photos, trophies etc- the options are endless really BUT AT LEAST ONE PHOTO MUST 
HAVE BEEN TAKEN IN THE NORTH ISLAND 
 
 

Holten Trophy   (Framed Photo ς any size) 
This photo section was designed to encourage people to get those special photos enlarged 
and framed (or printed on a block or corrugated iron etc) and be put on the wall as an 
ongoing reminder of that special trip, a beautiful view, a group of mates or just simply a shot 
that really captured the moment. 
 
 

Best Junior Photo 
Any of the categories above (except the Flynn Trophy because it falls outside the NZDA photo 
rules) are applicable and so long as the person taking the photo is a Junior and a member at 
the time the photo is taken, it is eligible.  Get clicking guys ς you 
really have got so many options here.   
 
 

Merit Trophy 
This category is for the best photo taken by someone who is a 
first-ǘƛƳŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴǘ όŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǿƻƴ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
competition) or a previous entrant but has not been a section 
winner in any TVDA photo competitions for the last 5 years. 

 



Annual Dinneré..Mark this on your calendars 
 

Saturday 22 nd August 2026  
 
 

We are so fortunate to have Sam Gibson ï aka 
Sam the Trapman  as our amazing guest 
speaker for Annual Dinner.  
  
So that this can work in best for Sam, the 
dinner has been pushed back a tad so the night 
to put a circle around is Saturday 22nd August 
2026. 
 
More details will be sent out closer to the time 
but the dinner will be: 
 

¶ a pot luck format as we have done the 
 last few years as people have really 
 loved the opportunity that this provides, it 
 certainly brings some amazing dishes to 
 the table 

¶ this is a really family and social evening 
 out and always one filled with laughter 

¶ Sam will be our amazing guest 
 speaker and  

¶ Annual Trophies will be given out for all 
 the clubôs competitions etc. 

¶ Tickets will be selling really quickly so 
 when the email comes out, please make 
 sure you contact a committee member. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This beautiful Whio photo is courtesy of the Eastern Whio 
Link facebook pageé. 
 



 

Next club day is Sunday 14th of June 2026 
 

  
éand 
  more  
    to  
  Offer  
Archers . 

 

 

 

Our May Club Day  was one out of the bag and the 

sun was out for most of the day.  Good to see a new 

family turn up who had an awesome day.  Theyôll be 

back and want to join. 

  
A big thanks to Alton for the help in setting out the 
course for the day, also a big thanks to those who 
helped put out and brought the targets back in.  It 
certainly doesnôt take long when we all work 
together. 
  
Track and stairs assessment  ï I did a bit of this 
while out on the course on Sunday so over the next 

few months we will have some working bees to recut and shape them back up to a safe standard. 
  
Our containers  could do with a scrub down as they are a bit green on one side, nothing a bit of 
soap and water canôt fix. There is a tap right at the corner of the container. 
 
Annual membership fees  Just a heads up, these fees are now due so a reminder if you havenôt 
paid yet. 
 
Cheers Bill.  

 

Bowhunters Corner  

 
2026 INTERCLUB DATES : 
 

¶ 9th August ï Lakeview  
 

¶ 13th September   -  TVDA 
 

¶ 4th October   -  Pineridge  
 

¶ 22nd  November   -  Franklin  
 



Stories from the huntersé.. ANZAC Weekend Goat  
hunting weekend . 
 
Emma, Junior, Brian, Mike, Dad and I were up in the hills on a farm. Dad and I were at the front with the .223. 
Dad saw some goats, but they slipped away from us. We looked to the left; there were three goats. I aimed at 
the biggest billy and shot it. It rolled down the hill a little bit so we walked to where it fell. We saw I hit it in the 
neck. I felt so happy.  
 
After that Mike showed me how to gut the goat. When it was gutted Junior and I dragged the goat and hung it 
up in a tree to cool down. 
 
We continued up the hill, Mike and Junior were now at the front with the .223. Soon we came to a small dip 
between two hills. Dad said ñbe quiet there might be goats.ò Mike, Junior and dad went to the top of the 
second hill.  
 
They saw a couple of goats and moved closer to get a better shot. Junior shot two goats. I went to help get 
the goats.  
 
After that we took the .223 up the hill to Dad because it was Emmaôs turn to shoot. Emma also shot two 
goats. 
 
We retuned back to camp and were the first ones back. Later on, I found out my goat was the biggest. I felt 
happy and excited.  
 
Now the goats head is getting cleaned up to go on display. 

 
Declan Priest   (Aged 10)  

 
 
ñHi, my name is Ben Artz. Iôm going to tell you about the goat 
shoot. 
 
First we got on the motorbike, then we headed out and 
climbed a big hill. It was really steep but we kept going until we 
finally reached the top. 
 
We spotted a goat and I shot it in the shoulder. I was super 
happy and hugged my Dad.  
 
After that, when we got back to camp, all the kids started 
filleting the goats. I was doing the professional cutsðI thought 
I was a pro at butchering goats!ò 
 
Ben Artz  (8 Years) 
 

 
 

Followup from the Adults perspective of the 
weekendé.By Dave Artz 

 
Over ANZAC weekend, members of the Thames Valley 
Deerstalkers Association gathered near Raglan for a goat 
shooting weekend that combined hunting, camping, and 
hands-on learning. The focus was firmly on developing field 
skills, teamwork, and family participation for younger members. 
 
 
 



 
Camp and Arrival  
 
Families arrived mid-day Saturday at Te Uku Hall, the central meeting point for the weekend. From there, the 
convoy travelled around the edge of Aotea Harbour to a local farm that served as base camp. 
 
Tents were set up near the woolshed, which became the hub for meals and evening socialising. The afternoon 
was relaxed, allowing everyone to settle in.  
 
A highlight for the juniors was the arrival of club members Nelson and Reuben, who flew in by helicopter and 
landed directly at camp.  The opportunity was seized on the spot for Nelson to give a talk to all the kids about 
safe around helicopters as this was all a very much óin the momentô experience.  Thanks so much Nelson and 
Reuben for taking the time to share this with the kids. 
 

 
The Goat Shoot  
 
Sunday morning began with a 
hearty breakfast prepared by 
Maureen, followed by a safety 
briefing.  
 
Participants were divided into 
five groups, with a strong 
emphasis on giving juniors 
supported opportunities to 
take part in the hunt, from 
shooting through to recovery 
and basic field dressing. 
 
Our group moved into the 
designated area, working 
steadily up steep terrain. The 
first mob of goats was spotted 
partway up the face, with 
shots taken by Riley (16). 
 
 

Further along the ridgelines, another mob was located grazing across the slopes. The younger hunters, closely 
supported by fathers and mentors, moved in carefully and took time to set up controlled, ethical shots. 
 
Each junior had a turn under close 
supervision, with safety and 
responsible handling reinforced 
throughout. 
 
After the hunt, the group focused on 
recovering meat and learning basic 
butchery skills.  
 
Riley took a leadership role, guiding 
the younger participants through the 
process ï this was so awesome to 
see, great work Riley. 
 
For Ben, nearly 8 years old, the 
weekend marked a major 
milestoneðhis first successful hunt. 
He was proud to take home his first 
trophy after making a clean shoulder 
shot with his .223. 
 
 



 
 

Back at Camp  
 
By mid-afternoon, everyone had returned to base camp. 
The rest of the day was spent cleaning gear, processing 
meat, and sharing stories in and around the woolshed. 
 
The following morning, the children learned how to make 
sausages from the goat meat. They trimmed, minced, 
and prepared the meat before helping form sausages, 
finishing with freshly cooked patties in breadða clear 
highlight of the weekend. 
 
 
Acknowledgements  
 
A sincere thank you to everyone who made the 
weekend possible. Special mention to Maureen for 
organisation and meals, Brian and Mike for their support 
on the ground, and Ed and Wendy for access to the 
property and facilities. 
 
Events like this continue to build skills, confidence, and 
camaraderie among junior members while strengthening 
the traditions of the Association. 

 
 

Editors Note: 

Trips and weekends like this are simply not possible 

without a huge amount of input from parents, 

grandparents, mentors and very generous helpers 

and club members who give so much to see the kids 

learning the ropes of being a hunter in a safe, ethical 

and responsible way. 

Several people who went on this trip didnôt have 

family members there but that didnôt matteréit was 

for the kids benefit and that was so abundantly clear 

to see all weekend.  I often tell especially kids that 

óeveryone is a role model to someoneé.so make sure 

it is a being a good role modelô and that really was 

on display so much over this weekend. 

From all of us, as well as from the club; we have 

such heartfelt thanks as well to our wonderful hosts 

for the weekendé.not only did we get to hunt and 

camp on their land, but the kids were all taught how 

to make sausages and then take them home to share 

with family for meals to come.  This was a really successful óhoof to the tableô weekend ï and nothing beats that 

as a hunter. 

It is weekends like this, as well as other club events, club activities, working bees and trips etc where we come 

together for a common cause and all go home so much richer for the experience, that make me so proud of 

what we have here at TVDA.



 

Bookings needed - Matariki Weekend club trip to Sika 
Lodgeé. 

Names and numbers are needed for 
this weekend as it fills up quickly so 
please make sure you get your name 
into Maureen ASAP for this. 
 
Accommodation is $ 35.00 pp per 
night for adults and  $25.00 for 
under 12ôs pp per night.   
Please note that this is a special price 
for a large club event so prices if you 
were going down as individuals would 
be much higher. 
 
Fees for accommodation are to be paid 
into the club account please.  Once you 
email Maureen to book in for this, you 
will be given the bank account number. 

 
Food:  all the food for the weekend is provided by the club as this helps to keep things really 
streamlined in the kitchen (when there are about 30 people there) so the cost of the food is then 
split between those that attend the weekend.  This works really well for all concerned.  The food 
payment will be separate as we wont know what that will be until we get there but it is anticipated 
that it will approx $35.00 per person for the whole weekend. 

 
This weekend is NOT just about hunting é..if you want 
to have a neat weekend away with fellow club members 
and go mountain biking, fishing, tramping, reading a book 
or shopping in Taupo for the dayé.then you are so 
welcome to come along and be part of this TVDA 
weekend at Sika Lodge.   
 
On the hunting front thoughé.this time of the year can be 
really good for coming across one of those majestic stags 

that slipped through the net during the 
roar.  By July they are often found feeding 
up in readiness for the full blast of winter 
that is knocking on the door, so they are 
not always that wary of who is out there 
looking for them!!!   
 
If the weather is a tad on the wet or cool 
side; there are fantastic hot showers, a 
clothes drier, an amazing fireplace in the 
lounge at the lodge and nice warm bunk 
roomsé.what more would be wished for. 
 



 

WOODHILL  Fallow Management Committee -    

Take a Kid Hunting Ballot -  2026 

For the 202 6 season, the ballots are still open for Kids to have their name put forward for 

Take a Kid Hunting.  Ballots close at 5.00pm on 24 th  July 2026  and the Hunting day is 26 th  

September 2026 . 

All you need to do is click on this link www.fallowdeer.co.nz/takhappl26.php  which will take you 

straight to the ballot application form.  

Summary of Conditions  

1. Only one child with each adult.  

2. Child must be 12 to 18 years, and 

needs to be able to handle firearm.  

3. Parent or guardian must have 

current firearms licence.  

4. One deer only may be taken.  

5. Child only must be the shooter.  

6. Child that has been successful in a 

previous ballot is not eligible.  

7. Parent or guardian that have been suc cessful in the main ballot are not excluded . 
 

CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS:  5.00pm on 24 th  July 2026  
 

 

Huge thanks Len Cubitté. 
 for the loan of your spray unit to help us 

catchup on the weed spraying back in the 
early autumn.  

 

It was such a bonus to have a 1000ltr tank on the 4WD along 
µr®q ®µ~ z~® ¶ Ĕēē{ ªjjz« ~o q~«jĬĨµq]® ] e~|¯« ®qr« µ]«Ĩ 

 

This has made such a difference and also 
massive thanks to Tony and Brian who toiled 
away (when the weather allowed) and got this 

work done.  

http://www.fallowdeer.co.nz/takhappl26.php


HUNTS 2026 
 

Names are now being sought for this year s HUNTS course.  

 

 
 

¶ It will commence in August  so make sure you get your name down on the list if you are keen to be 

part of this awesome course ² dates are already in the club s 

calendar of the website.  

¶ This year we will be running the HUNTS course over 4 sessions  

²  

o a full weekend in August  ² (Friday evening 28 th -  

Sunday afternoon 30 th  August)  based at the clubrooms 

and range (and staying at the clubrooms as well) ,  

o a Goat Hunting and Field Training Weekend in 

September  Friday after work 25th  September to Sunday 

afternoon 27 September) ,  

o River Crossing day in October (Saturday 31 st  October)  

and ˜. 

o the Final hunting weekend which is a one-on-one 

mentored hunt  on DOC land in the central North Island 

for all trainees.  

o  will be Friday27th to Sunday 29 th  November  (we 

head away on the Thursday night after work)  
 

The whole spectrum of HUNTER Training is 

included in this course ²Navigation, Bush 

Craft, Hunting Techniques and Hunting Skill, 

River Crossing, Outdoor 1 st Aid, Butchery, 



Hunting Ethics, Gear and Equipment, Weather, General Survival and  we finish it off with a one on one 

Mentored Hunting Trip on Central North Island DOC / Public Land.   

¶ The full cost of the HUNTS 

 course for Trainees will b e 

 $450.00  pp.  You also need 

 to be a TVDA member.  
 

¶ Minimum Age ² 16 years 

 but no upper limit.   
 

¶  Numbers are limited  
 

¶ This is a course that 

 everyone can benefit 

 from immensely.  
 

TVDA has an excellent group of 

Instructors and mentors that really 

do go the extra mile to help the trainees in all facets of the Course.  The 

weekends away are a real highlight for sure but it is also the work that is put in at the clubrooms and the 

range sessions that bring this all together out in the field.  

 

If you are keen to learn more about Hunting and see that these photos could be you, then contact Brian 

and sign up for the course..     

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

To get your name on the list, please phone or email Brian Neilson  

brianneilson@xtra.co.nz     or     027 8910958.

mailto:brianneilson@xtra.co.nz


TVDA Native Tree Nursery  
 

̌rÆÓÉdÏÚØÙdÑÎÐÊdÙÍÆÙpdÜÍÆÙdÜÆØdÙÍÊd´ÍÎÓÊÒÚ×Îd«ÎØÍdÆÓÉd¬ÆÒÊd¼ÊÙÑÆÓÉdªÓÍÆÓÈÊÒÊÓÙd³Ú×ØÊ×Þd

has had a change of design and occupation and is now being used as a Native Tree Nursery 

for TVDA.   

Massive thanks to the team who have put in the many hours to get this to where it now is.  

What you see here was the culmination of a ÉÆÞ̃Ø work  by the team after the kanuka 

around the permitter has all been removed, the geo cloth went down, then 2 truckloads of 

Gap 20 went on top and finally the watering system went in.   

Since then, the weedmat strips have gone down and the many young trees that some of us 

have had at home; nurturing away under grape vines, in the strawberry patch and in the 

orchard etc, all now have a proper home.  From here these trees will be destined for 

various areas that need to be planted on our property.   

 

 
 

 

Note from  

Bill the 

³Ú×ØÊ×ÞÒÆÓ̌ 

 

If anyone is wanting 

young cabbage 

trees for planting 

on your property; 

perhaps you have 

got a swampy area that needs a bit of a facelift or even a gully or two that needs something 

ÙÔdØÔÆÐdÚÕdØÔÒÊdÜÆÙÊ×̌ 

please contact Bill Olsen  027 6566058  

 

A real Team Effort:  L-R:  Tony, Kade, Bill, Richard, Hayden and Brian.  Absent:  Anne and Jaimie who had done the 

morning shift and had gone home by the time the photo was taken. 



 

Upcoming June Club DAYĬ 
®qr« µrzz ej ] fq]|pj ~o o~ª{]® e¯® ~|j |~® ®~ ej {r««jhĬĨ 

 

We have been very fortunate to have Gerhard from Chubb in Auckland organise and provided all 

the goods for a club day in June  ï this will be Saturday 20 th June .   

It is going to be a double session day where we will be doing hands-on Fire Extinguisher Training.   
 

The Morning session will start at 10.00am   &    the Afternoon session will start at 1.00pm.   
 

Lunch will be provided free of charge for everyone who comes along for either session so letôs make 

this a really social day out with invaluable information to take away from it. 

 

Gerhard is a member of our branch and has been so wonderfully supportive in other ways too ï 

hence there is some cupboards for the new office and some ónew chairsô that we use for meetings 

etc ï his amazing support has been so 

appreciated. 

 

On Saturday 20 th of J une, there will be two 

training sessions (both the same) as it will 

help break up the numbers but also allow for 

people who have other things happening 

either in the morning or the arvo. 

 

As well as having live, fire extinguisher 

training for everyone, there will also be first 

hand information given on what extinguishers 

to use in which circumstances; other key 

information that helps you to know about and 

how to make sure your extinguishers at home 

are still in good working order.   

 

Maureen has also told Gerhard to make sure 

that on the day, that there are a supply and 

assortment of extinguishers available for  

        purchase as so many of us need to have one 

        at the ready.   

I know myself, I bought an extinguisher about 3 years so, 

and two days later I emptied it when we helped out at a car 

fire on the Kaimaiôs until the fire brigade got thereéé.and 

no surprises for guessing, Iôm totally guilty of having not 

replaced it yet.   

 

I will be shopping at the June Club Day. 

 

 

 

 
 

Example only of a fire extinguisher training trailer. 



WELCOMEéé 
Welcome to ALL those NEW Members that have joined 
TVDA over the last couple of months. 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘŜǊ Ψ¢ƘŀƳŜǎ 
±ŀƭƭŜȅ 5ŜŜǊǎǘŀƭƪŜǊǎ !ǎǎƴΩ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ 

ŎŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŀǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΧΦƛŦ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŘƻƴŜ ǎƻΦ 

Please know that you are most welcome to attend all and any events at 
TVDA and if you have any questions or queries; please just give Maureen 
or a Committee member a call. 

 

REVAMP Of the TVDA WebsiteΧ.. is a Work In Progress 

www.tvda.co.nz 
 

We are currently working on a revamp and upgrade of the TVDA website and the information 
that is in there.   
 

Note: The calendar will remain the same as this is the key part of the kit that is used most of all 
but if people have some photos from out in the hills, doing range shooting or archery; game 
animals or just those magical moments out there with family and friends or around the 
campfire that would look like the perfect image for our website; then please send them into us.   

It will be the committee and website ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜǊǎΩ decision on what goes onto the page but if 
people could send some images in if you are happy for them to possibly be on the website weΩŘ 
be most grateful.  

 

 

 

TVDA has PLBΩs for hire folks ς  

Just $20.00 per trip.  All it takes is a phone call 
or an email ς see the front page of this 
newsletter for committee members details to 
get this organised.  



 
 



 

Update from  
 March Clubnight  

 

Massive thanks to Laura Barton and 

Brendan Carrucan  ËÔ×dÉÔÎÓÌdØÚÈÍdÆÓdÆÜÊØÔÒÊdÈÑÚÇdÓÎÌÍÙ̌̌ÆÓÉdÙÔd

everyone that brought their dogs along for the Kiwi Aversion training.  

18 dogs were put through the programme on the night and it was awesome to hear such 

fantastic comments from those that were having their dogs assessed and put through their 

paces on the evening.  

Some were having their dogs done for the first time, others 

ÜÊ×ÊdÇÆÈÐdËÔ×dÆdËÔÑÑÔÜÚÕd̂×ÚÓdÙÍ×ÔÚÌÍ̃dØÔdÙÍÊÞdÐÓÊÜdÙÍÊd

drill.  Everyone was so full of praise for the way in which 

Laura and Brendan did their work  ˾thankyou both so much.    

There is another Kiwi Aversion training sessions pencilled 

in for about September / October so make sure you book 

your dogs in for that one.  What was also extremely 

humbling and unexpected on the night was that Laura and 

Brendan then donated their fee for doing the training back 

to TVDA for all the good work that we do out there.  

Wow  ˾ÙÍÆÙdÜÆØdØÚÈÍdÆdÑÔÛÊÑÞdØÚ×Õ×ÎØÊ̌rrÙÍÆÓÐÞÔÚdØÔd

much. 

 

Also on the night, not all of us had a dog to put through the programme so with sidecutters 

in hand or a stapler at the ready; another 50 trap boxes had the mesh cut  and put in place.  

¼ÎÙÍÔÚÙdÌÊÙÙÎÓÌdÙÔdØÈÎÊÓÙÎËÎÈ̌ÙÍÆÙ̃ØdÆdÈÔÚÕÑÊdÔËdÍÚÓÉ×ÊÉdÕÎÊÈÊØdÔËdÒÊØÍdÈÚÙdÙÔdØÎßÊpdÙÍÊd

holes cut out and the folding and tidy up work done before they were then put into and 

boxes.   

This whole club night was a such a great and relaxing time but with so much purpose and 

benefits all round for conservation and our species that we set out to protect at every 

chance.   

 



Update from  
February  Clubnight  

 

Gerald and Sam Kapoo r from Metal Tech / Metrology Group and Glacier Rifle Company in 

Hamilton were our awesome guest speakers for the February Club night.  

The work that they do covers such a vast range, their focus and drive to turn out items of 

absolute perfection and precision is possibly just about unmatched.  

From designing and making effectively bespoke 

firearms and all manner of other things that 

ÕÊÔÕÑÊdØÆÞd̂ÙÍÎØdÈÆÓ̃Ù ÇÊdÉÔÓỄ; well, just give it 

to these guys and ®̃Ò sure they will be able to 

put those comments to rest.  

A considerable amount of their work is done with 

3D printing on all mediums over a wide range of 

precision components for companies such a 

Rocket Lab and various aircraft manufacturers  as 

just a small sample of who they work for.  

However,  when it comes to firearms; their 

skillset to finetune and design lightweight 

firearms , developing state of the art accessories 

and the latest and newly devised technology ;  

they  really are in a realm of their own.  
 

Sam was also only too willing to fess up on the 

ÓÎÌÍÙdÆÓÉdÉÎØÕÑÆÞdÜÍÆÙdÍÆÕÕÊÓØdÜÍÊÓdÙÍÊ×ÊdÎØdÆd̂ÇÆÉdÉÆÞdÆÙdÙÍÊdÔËËÎÈỄdÆÓÉdÆdÕÎÊÈÊdÔËd

precision work ended up with a small pit mark in it!!!  What more could be done with this  ˾

ÓÔÙÍÎÓÌpdÎÙdÎØdÓÔÜdÏÚØÙdØÈ×ÆÕdÔ×dÆd×ÊÒÎÓÉÊ×dÔËd̂ÜÍÊÓdÎÙdÌÔÊØdÜ×ÔÓÌpdÎÙd×ÊÆÑÑÞdÉÔÊØdÌÔdÜ×ÔÓÌ̃r 

 

Sam and Gerald were also extremely generous on this night with their time and awesome 

give aways   ˾thank you so much from us all here at TVDA.   

 

We really cannot thank you both enough and it was so awesome to have you at our branch 

(also your old branch) 

and we look forward to 

keeping in touch with 

updates on how the 

latest batch of 

technology is performing 

on the local and 

international stage.   

 

That a mazing ̂ÈÆÓdÉỖdÐÎÜÎdÆÙÙÎÙÚÉÊpdÇÔ×ÓdÎÓdÙÍÊdØÒÆÑÑdÛÎÑÑÆÌÊdÔËd°ÆÐÆÍÎdlØÔÚÙÍdÔËd

Taumarunui) and now taking on the world, is something to be so incredibly proud of.  

 


