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Thames Valley Committee and Contacts  

Clubrooms:  101 Morrison Road, Paeroa  

www.tvda.co.nz   

CLUB NIGHTS:  Are always the LAST  Wednesday of the month.   

Start time 7.30pm    

(social time begins from 6.30pm onwards)  

Patron  Basil Morrison 021 946403 

   

President  Maureen Coleman 027 3337786   or 

a.j.coleman@xtra.co.nz 

Vice President  Andrew Austen 027 7269457 

Vice President  Brian Neilson 027 8910958 

   

Secretary  Bronwyn Joynt  027 6984248 

   

Treasurer  Lisa Daly   0272 557792 

   

Committee:  Keven Caddy 027 4881207 

 James Cole 027 7386924 

 Tony Coleman 027 9271848 

 John Senk  027 4660549 

 Dennis Hayfield* 027 2211892 

 Karen Austen  # 027 3186259 

 Mike Nankivell 021 02921224 

 Clay Austen 027 3819131 

   

Newsletter  Maureen Coleman 

                                                

027 3337786 

a.j.coleman@xtra.co.nz   

Archery Contact  Dennis Hayfield 027 2211892 

Clay Target Contact Tony Coleman 027 9271848 

HUNTS Co-ordinator  Brian Neilson 027 8910958 

Chief Range Officer Maureen Coleman 027 3337786 

Douglas Score Contact Len Cubitt 027 4978598 

Kaimai Ridgeway Trust  Wayne Stachurski 027 4916352 

Motutapere Hut contact  Mike Cook 027 4741112 

Kauritatahi Hut  Wayne Stachurski 027 4916352 

Club Trip organiser  Maureen Coleman 027 3337786 

   

Bar Manager  Keven Caddy 027 4881207 

Bar Assistants  As shown above (#)  and  

 Trish Stachurski & Peter Flynn  

   

DOC Liaison Maureen Coleman 027 3337786 

Police Liaison  Maureen Coleman 027 3337786 

Kids Survival Camp  Nigel Lesley 027 4823117 

Membership Officer s Wayne Stachurski & Maureen Coleman See above for ph numbers 

   

Property  Brian Neilson & Mike Nankivell  See above for ph numbers 

Disclaimer:   As the contents of this magazine come from various sources, the opinions or ideas expressed are not necessarily 

endorsed by this committee or by the NZDA Board, nor may they conform to branch or National Policy.  The official publication of 

ÔÈÅ .Å× :ÅÁÌÁÎÄ $ÅÅÒÓÔÁÌËÅÒÓȭ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ Ȱ.: (ÕÎÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ 7ÉÌÄÌÉÆÅȱȢ 

 

http://www.tvda.co.nz/
mailto:a.j.coleman@xtra.co.nz


 

 

 

Club Events Calendar 
 

The calendar as it used to be shown in the newsletter is no longer going to be published as 

such as it is óLIVEô on the club website and changed regularly ï hence it is often out of date 

by the time the newsletter is printed even.  

 

If you donôt have an email address to receive this newsletter; A copy of the calendar pages 

will be printed off and included when this is posted out to you as a óstarting pointô for what is 

happening at TVDA.  Please do remember that these dates and events could well change as 

the month rolls by.  

 

MAKE SURE YOU READ THIS INFO BELOW AND HAVE DONE YOUR RANGE 

INDUCTION PRIOR TO USING THE RANGE.  

 

If you have NOT done a Range Induction (over the last 2 years and since the new 

range has been completed) ï you are not permitted to use the range unless you 

have someone with you who HAS done a Range Induction . 
 

 

 

 

The barrier arm above is now replaced with a gate that swings and latches on to the post 

(as shown below) as part of our range entrance upgrade. 

 

This barrier GATE (in the photo below) operates exactly as the barrier arm used to ς it 

MUST be across the track at ALL TIMES when the range is in use. 



 

 

RANGE USE 

As an important FYI to all members ς please make sure that regardless of what range you are using 

when you come up to sight rifles in, this EACH OF THESE BULLETPOINTS BELOW MUST BE DONE: 

¶ BARRIER GATE as shown in the above photo must be across the driveway and the flags on 

the gate are in place 

 

¶ FLAG AT THE ENTRANCE GATE to the property (road gate) MUST BE PUT UP 

 

¶ FLAG ON THE FLAGPOLE AT THE 100m shooting mound MUST BE PUT UPΧΧΦΦ 

 

¶ FLAGS ON THE TWO SIDE GATES must be turned up the right way in their holders 

 

¶ There is also a red flag (in a road cone) at each range.  This cone with the flag in it is to be 

placed in front of the shooting mound when up checking your targets.  

 

¶ If someone leaves the range but you are still shooting ς YOU MUST MAKE SURE THAT THE 

BARRIER GATE HAS BEEN CLOSED AGAIN WHEN THEY LEFT.  THIS IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY 

AS YOU ARE STILL ON THE RANGE.  We do however ask that all people leaving the range to 

make sure you do your bit too please by putting the barrier up again if there are still 

shooters using the range.  Thankyou very much 

 

¶ The Condensed version of the range standing orders on the club notice board and have all 

the relevant info for members using the range on a casual basis ςplease ensure that you are 

fully familiar with all of these details. 
 

 

 

www.ngaituhoe.iwi.nz ς website for Te Urewera Hunting Permit 
 

 

http://www.ngaituhoe.iwi.nz/


 

 

 

UPCOMING RANGE INDUCTION DATES  

AS BOOKED IN THE TVDA CALENDAR ON THE WEBSITE  

Rifle Ranges :   Rifle Range Induction dates and times for the next couple of months are as follows: 

¶ Wednesday 24th September  (Club night)   5.00pm:  

¶ Sunday 12th October  5.00pm       

¶ Wednesday 29th October  (Club night)  5.00pm: 

¶ Sunday 16th November  4.00pm 

¶ Wednesday 26th November  (Club night)   5.00pm 

¶ Wednesday 17th December   5.00pm 

Archery Practice Range:    

Range Inductions have been taking place as per the calendar however from now on, if people are wanting 
to do an Archery Practice Range Induction, in the first instance please contact or text: 

 Dennis 027 221 1892      or      Bill 027 656 6058 

 

 

Important Notice  ï there are opportunities coming up for us as to work with DOC and 

assist with undertaking Animal Management work in Pureora. The state of the deer herd in particular is at 
a level where urgent attention is needed ï not only for them but the state and health of the forest as well.  
Pig numbers are also really high in places and need attention as well.  As hunters we have long asked for 
the opportunity to work cohesively with DOC so letôs make this work for the benefit of us all. 

Where to from here?   There was an online meeting last week facilitated by Dion from the DOC Wild 
Animal Team whereby a rep or two from each of the ósurroundingô branches were in attendance.  The 
overwhelming response from all involved was that this is  a ómust do and the sooner the betterô.  Others on 
the link were Brett from WRC, Mike Perry, Chris W & Ray S from DOC; Corina and Glen from the GAC. 

Dates and final detai ls are yet to be decided on; but the plan is to get hunters into the more remote areas 
and landing pads by chopper and also encourage as many hunters as possible from the roads/ends to 
help bring the numbers down.  The chopper trips will be undertaken by Chris Winn of HeliHire and paid for 
by the hunters, however between Dion and Chris, they are looking at offering these trips at a reduced rate.  
Those details are also yet to be finalised. 

These trips are going to be  a ôworking holidayô essentially ï it is a case of getting as many deer on the 
ground as possible, taking photos and GPSôing the locations , bringing out the jawbones for aging and 
where possible; doing a condition score on the animals.  Hinds will certainly be the target for this work as 
they are currently under real stress and the condition score of sample group of animals taken at the start 
of the winter highlighted the urgent need for this work to be done. 

If you are keen to be part of this óworkô and have a few days of 
hard out hunting in Pureora, please email your registration of 
interest to Maureen a.j.coleman@xtra.co.nz. 

Hunters will be collated from across the branches and it is 
planned that there will be ongoing Management trips so if you 
miss out on the first wave; there will be more opportunities. 

It is envisaged that the first trips will be late October / early 
November 2025 but as mentioned above; this is still to be 
confirmed. 

mailto:a.j.coleman@xtra.co.nz


 

 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ  

Things are really starting to crank up both on the 

Ψhome frontΩ at TVDA and out in the hills as the 

spring weather is not too far away and the animals 

will be starting to move around. 

We are heading away this weekend with our HUNTS 

course for their goat shooting weekend and itΩs 

great to have a top group of keen hunters that are 

part of this yearΩs course. 

The Kids Swazi Shoot and Kids Little 3 Competition 

were last weekend and it was great to see the kids 

bringing in the results of their time out in the hills 

or doing the late-night stints with parents chasing 

possums, bunnies and hares etc.   

I have to say a massive thanks to those people to 

very kindly donated prizes towards the competition 

ς there were some very happy kids going home 

after the event that is for sure.  This help with the 

prizes really does make such a difference and helps 

so much to continue fostering their love of the 

great outdoors and hunting sports. 

Sunday was also the Kids Swazi Shoot whereby 

Swazi once again very kindly donated prizes 

towards the kids shooting event.  This day simply 

cannot happen with out the help and support of 

Range Officers, licence holders and 

parent/grandparent helpers.  It would also have 

been a great opportunity for some of the clubΩs 

Range Officers to come along and help ς please put 

this on your radar for next year folks.   

Survival Camp is almost full ς I have kept a few 

spaces for new members who are joining between 

now and the end of the year so if you have been a 

member since before the camp at the start of this 

year and havenΩt registered yet ς sorry!! 

If youΩve got this far with reading the newsletter you 

should have seen the previous page and the 

information where we have been asked to assist DOC 

with Animal 

Management work in 

Pureora.  

We had an online 

meeting last week and 

the overwhelming 

response from 

everyone from the 

Ψsurrounding branchesΩ  

was letΩs get on with this as soon as possible.  The 

initial contact re this was brought to the table by 

Dion Patterson who is now part of the Wild Animal 

Team for DOC based in Hamilton. 

Sample animals were shot back at the start of the 

winter and the photos and condition scores 

summed it up at a glance ς this work must be done; 

for their sake, the sake of the hunting resource in 

general and very much so ς the future and recovery 

of the forest.  More details will be in the next 

newsletter or via a separate email to you all but if 

you are keen to be part of this project (as a 

Ψworking hunterΩ or to learn the jaw ageing etc); 

then please email me on a.j.coleman@xtra.co.nz. 

We have advocated and done our darndest to work 

with DOC on getting better access for so long and 

also info on where they know the numbers are high 

etc ς and now that opportunity has come along ς so 

letΩs make sure we support it and contribute where 

we can.  Many thanks to Dion and Team for this 

opportunity. 

Our TVDA Anniversary shoot is not too far away 

(Sunday 2 November) so if members are able to 

assist with this in any way; please give us a call and 

see how you can help.  There is always something 

for everyone to help with in some way.  These 

events are good fundraisers for the club, so your 

help is most appreciated.   

We will also be away with our annual Docking trip 

to Panekiri as from 10th October so if you are keen 

or able to help out for a few days or the whole time 

(about 5 days) then please get hold of me asap.  We 

have got enough people so far but there are no 

problems having a few more as well ς it really helps 

to share the workload on all fronts. 

DƻƴΩǘ forget itΩs club night tomorrow night ς it will 

be another excellent outing, and Brent has plenty in 

store for us all ς so ŘƻƴΩǘ miss this one.  The BBQ 

will be going from 6.45pm so grab a bite to eat 

while you have a beer and socialise before the club 

night starts.  Everyone is most welcome so bring a 

mate to two along as well or the kids too seeing as 

it's school holidays!!! 

Safe hunting out there folks and make sure you 

ALWAYS identify your target beyond ALL DOUBT.  

We can never Ψcall backΩ the bullet or the arrow 

once it has been sent on its way. 

Maureen 

mailto:a.j.coleman@xtra.co.nz


 

 

 

September  Club Night  ï ótomorrow nightô 

We have Brent and Maureen Hallam from Coromandel as our guest speakers ï they 

will have a wealth of fishing tips and hints to share on the night on how to lure in and 

catch the big ones and the pannies from the firth of Thames and the Hauraki Gulf, 

plus so much more.   

 

Please read Brentôs overview of what they have planned belowé. 

 

Donôt miss this one either ï we are back to a CLUB NIGHT in September.  Itôs 

Wednesday 24 th  September  

 
We are really looking forward to being at the September club night with support from Glowbite 
NZ and Fishing Innovators. They will be putting forward a range of drawn prizes (10 -12) to be 
won by  people that attend on the night at no charge. (Drawn by free raffle ticket issued at the 

door on the night)  
 

Great products, good old kiwi NZ tried and true designed product, tested and proved here in 
New Zealand with great results before release.  
 

I will talk through our local fishing experiences in the Thames firth and around, both lures and 
bait and our (Maureen and mine) experiences around NZ and also with salt and freshwater 

fishing in the South Island.   
 
This includes the likes of the high -country fishing as well as up and coming products and ideas 

for game fishing like southern blue fin tuna season which is in full swing right now. We will also 
touch on Marlin and game fishing this summer with new ideas and products the team is 

currently tackle testing in Tonga.   Maureen and I will be testing some of these products in 
Niue in October so canôt wait to get out and put them to work. 

 
Also really happy to reflect on our simply awesome experience ómaking salmon babiesô in the 
Rangitata River, McKinnonôs Creek Salmon Hatchery this winter when we were holidaying down 

south.   
 

And there will also be a chance to 
taste test tooééwe will bring 
some fresh smoked salmon/ trout 

for supper done a few different 
ways with crackers or similar.  

 
If there is time we can also touch 
on our hunting in Southland, 

Blenheim high country tussock 
and the McKenzie country for 

meat animals as we travelled -  
Excited and really looking forward 
to it !!  

 

Evening fish and sunset ς Tekapo 2025 

Brent Hallam 

 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

Rakiura Update #21 September 2025  
 
 
Rakiura Whitetail Trust established.       By John DeLury 
 

Rakiura Whitetail Trust  has been formed to ensure 
Whitetail deer remain on Stewart Island for future 
hunting. Whitetail deer hunters need a formal group 
to represent their interests. Initial media is via 
Facebook as they work towards getting their website 
up and running.  
 
Ray and I have elected not to be members of this 
Trust. There is more than enough work for two older 
fellows with managing eighteen Hunter Huts on the 
Island for Rakiura Hunter Camp Trust. Hunter Huts 
is our core business.  
 
We will support the Rakiura Whitetail Trust wherever 
we can with knowledge, advice and other means. I 
urge you to support them as well. They will need 
your financial support.  
 

Please read the report from Rakiura Whitetail Trust that follows this update.  
 
PRODEER Repellent Trial  
ZIP commissioned a deer repellent trial earlier this year between January and July (2025) so that they could 
improve understanding on the efficacy of deer repellent baits for whitetail deer on Rakiura/Stewart Island. 
The trial was undertaken by Manaaki Whenua-Landcare Research and conducted around Oban.  
This trial was unable to confirm the repellency of Prodeer® to white-tailed deer on Rakiura/Stewart Island. 
The trial experienced significant interference from rats and possums, which together ate 90% of the bait in 
the first three nights that it was available (hence there were only the 126 visits by deer to baits).  
 
There was virtually no consumption of bait ï both standard and repellent bait ï by deer when they 
encountered it (across 126 visits). 74 of those visits had deer coming within 50cm of bait (50% with repellent, 
50% without repellent). There was only 1 (assumed) consumption, and 1 case of bait-nudging observed. All 
others left the bait alone. 
  
Based on the consistent lack of consumption by deer, Zip made the decision to close down this trial. Due to 
the deer not consuming either bait type, we are unlikely to be able to make any conclusions on the 
effectiveness of deer repellent on white-tailed deer from this trial alone. Click for FINAL REPORT  
Aerial 1080 poisoning begins on Rakiura  
 
The aerial 1080 Poisoning operation to protect Pukunui 
(Southern Dotterel) has been completed. ZIP applied 1080 at 
4kg/ha to an Elimination trial ï ó1080 to Zeroô over 6500 
hectares on the main dotterel breeding area. Then 2kg to 
40,000 hectares which included the initial 6500ha so that 
6500ha got 6kg/ha. The aim was to kill cats which eat 
poisoned rats. PRODEER repellent was used only on 
the parts of the four hunting blocks in the area. See 
REPORT. Note this was not part of the Predator Free 
Rakiura plan. I hear the money for this came from the 
International Visitor Levy.  
 
Some locals spent some time in the Rakeahua Valley, three 
poisoned deer were found was inside the area that had 
repellent applied to the bait.  



 

 

Future 1080 Operations  
 
It is clear than some hunters are confused about where and when 1080 will be used on Rakiura in the 
future.  
 
The Island has been broken five elimination blocks and ZIP is expected to begin the first stage with a 
~10,000ha block (10km x 10km) at the southern end of Rakiura in the winter of 2026. A buffer zone will 
be established to stop reinvasion from the adjoining block. The plan is to move north each year (note 
Elimination blocks are different to the Hunting Blocks). At this time Zip plans to 1080 blocks as follow  
Block A 2026.  
Block B 2027  
Block C 2028  
Block D 2029  
Block E 2030 (township ï ground bait) Approximate boundaries can be seen on Eradication Block Map 
and there will be reapplication of 
1080 as and when cameras 
detect reinvasions.  
 
Predator Free Rakiura website. 
ZIP website  
 
Rakiura Hunter Hut Trust  
Many hunters prefer to cook in 
the hut verandas. Except for 
Murray & Christmas all huts now 
have stainless steel benches 
installed in the verandas for that 
purpose.  
Maintenance is a major issue for 
the Trust. There are often small 
things to be done and we rely 
on hunters for some of those. It 
works best if you contact the 
Trust before you go to a block 
with a Hunter Hut. Contact 
RHCT  
 
 
 

Hunter Reports  
With the current 1080 plan on Rakiura knowing what 
hunters do to control deer has never been so important. 
Donôt overlook taking 2 minutes to enter a report. As a 
tip, while on the Island, record the number of days spent 
hunting for each hunter, deer seen & shot, to make the 
report simple when you get home. Link to Hunter 
Report.  
 
 Research  
Whitetail deer aging continues but more jaws are 
needed. Like Hunter Reports, all whitetail hunters can 
contribute. For more information see Aging information  
Please share with other Whitetail Deer hunters  
Hunt safely, John DeLury  
 
Formation of the Rakiura Whitetail Trust. See below  
  



 

 

Formation of the Rakiura Whitetail Trust.  
 
Historically, the Rakiura Hunter Camp Trust has been responsible for safeguarding the interests of Whitetail, 
with its team playing a significant role in supporting Whitetail huntersô interests. Hunters in New Zealand owe 

these guys a huge debt and sadly so 
much of this work goes unnoticed and 
unrecognised.  
 
Recently, the Department of 
Conservation has increased its efforts 
towards making Stewart Island 
predator-free. Actions have 
progressively focused on removing 
three species of Rat, possums, and 
cats. The objective being to 
reintroduce species currently missing 
from the island.  
 
During this process groups have 
questioned and are continuing to 
question Whitetail Deerôs presence on 
Stewart Island. The future of Whitetail 
deer on Stewart Island is now a 
national debate, with their survival 
under threat.  
 
Due to the intensifying threat of 1080 
poison, Whitetail deer need a 
dedicated group to ensure Whitetail 
deer remain on Stewart Island for 

future hunting. Whitetail deer hunters need a formal group to represent their interests.  
 
Although there were discussions in the past about forming a group, nothing official materialised. Meanwhile 
the Department of Conservation continued making 1080 decisions for Stewart Island. Time was ticking along.  
 
A group of Whitetail hunters, including John Delury and Ray Phillipsðwho founded the Rakiura Hunter Camp 
Trust and have experience with Whitetail and Stewart Islandðcreated a plan to form a Whitetail trust.  
 
The Rakiura Whitetail Trust was established. The trustees, all Whitetail hunters, offer a range of skills that 
benefit the Rakiura Whitetail Trust.  
 
Trusteeôs as follows:  
 

Adam Fairmaid  Currently President of the Fiordland Wapiti Foundation. 
 

Craig Benbow  Past President of New Zealand Deerstalkers Association. 
 

Antony Simpson  Stewart Island resident and manager of a large private 
conservation project, convenor of the Whitetail Management Group 
on Rakiura. 
 

Ty Jenkinson  Stewart Island resident, commercial fisherman and charter 
operator. 
 

Nigel Hodge  Commercial Manager/Chartered Accountant-has donated 
significant effort building and maintaining Rakiura Hunters Trust 
huts, actively. 
 

Roy Sloan  General Manager of the Fiordland Wapiti Foundation. 
 

 
 



 

 

The Rakiura Whitetail Trust is currently in the set-up stage. Currently Facebook is 
up and running and a website is in development. We are currently engaging with 
the Department of Conservation and developing strategies for the future of the 
Whitetail.  
  
This takes time. Our goal is to secure long-term herd management for Whitetail.  
 
What does that look like? We are seeking advice from those experienced in deer and ecological 
management in national parks and those with political expertise to help advance this initiative.  
 
Our current position? The Rakiura Whitetail Trust does not promote the use of 1080 poison but recognises 
the current political landscape and the ongoing initiatives aimed at removing predators from Stewart Island.  
 
When we talk about managing Whitetail on Stewart Island 1080 is one of those things we need to navigate 
and manage our way through.  
 
At this point in time, we believe that deer repellent is the best tool we have in the toolbox. This is supported 
by independent scientific sources. So, a fact base solution is the path that we are following. However, there 
have been few trials conducted with repellent and whitetail deer, and at this point, additional evidence is 

needed to determine the effectiveness of repellent and whitetail.  
 
How can you help?  
The Rakiura Whitetail Trust recognises the collective effort 
required for success and encourages Whitetail hunters to 
actively support us in this endeavour. We are currently raising 
funds to establish the Trust, create a presence on the internet, 
communicate with those interested and support the objectives of 
the trust. Once set up, we will share more details about our plans 
and ways you can support.  

 
rakiuradeer@gmail.com       
 

    Account details: Bank: ANZ  
 

Account Name: Rakiura Whitetail Trust.  

Account number: 06 -0939-0262847-00 

mailto:rakiuradeer@gmail.com


 

 

 

Next club day is Sunday 12th of October 2025 
 

  
éand 
  more  
    to  
  Offer  
Archers . 
 

 

 

CLUB DAY ï September review.  The weather was a little bit finer (well thatôs between showers) but the 

wind going across the ridge past the old Fish & Game shed, had to be in the 50 to 60 knot range.  We were 

struggling to stay on our feet. 

 

Next Club Day being 12 October , Dennis and I will be down at Panekiri so Alton will be the go-to person on 

the day.  For any queries before hand if you have them:  Alton 021 182 5403  

 

WELCOME:  We would like to welcome Briana Cole to the Archery fold .  Brie is going to start entry level 

target archery for beginners and juniors alike.  This is going to be on the same day as our regular club day 

(so now we will be having different target options for those wishing to try their hand at other forms of archery 

as well.  Brie will be starting at 8.30am with regular óround archery targetsô and then if people want to have a 

go with the targets on the 3D range from 9.30 onwards they can; or they can keep practising on the round 

targets and get some more tuition and guidance etcé..or just get practice. So, if any of the TVDA people 

would like to come and try a bit of archery, this is for you.   

This is for kids to adults and who knows, we might convert you from the dark side to a new world of hunting. 

 

OPEN DAY: 

Sunday November 23rd.  This will be advertised on Facebook and local papers to help promote our sport and 

help booster bowhunter member numbers as they are a bit on the lean side. 

Help will be needed on the day so please put the date in your phone/calendar.  We will have a variety of 

shooting stands, from the La Porte, 3D and 2D targets and round target faces. 

More info to follow on the programme for the day. 

Going through our paid-up member list, there are quite a few who we have not seen for many, many months, 

we would really like to see your smiley faces again. 

 

FOR SALE:  

Long Bow:  Damon Howatt brand. 50lb and 28ò draw.  This is a top of the line bow and new from the states 

would cost you over $2,000NZ.  For sale at $625.00 or near offer.  Phone Bill on 0276566058. 

Bowhunters Corner  



 

 

Archery Open Day at TVDA 

Sunday 23 November 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

This will be a great day out for all the family ς  

¶ 3D Life sized animal targets 

¶ Conventional Archery  targets 

¶ 2D picture targets 

¶ Laporte thrown targets 

¶ Novelty targets 

¶ Club bows and arrows available ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ   

     your own gear 

¶ Or you are most welcome to bring along your own equipment.   

Start time:  9.00am till midday  

BBQ Lunch:  12 noon to 1.00pm 

Afternoon session:  1.00pm ς 3.00pm 

Contact person:      Bill Olsen 027 6566058         tepurucoastbnb@xtra.co.nz 



 

 

AUGUST CLUB DAY  -  Sunday 31st August 

Massive thanks to Jim and Sharon Reid for so kindly being our excellent guest speakers for our August Club 

Day; and to all of those who came along on the day. 

The soup for lunch seemed to hit the spot without any problems and seeing the opportunity that this 

provided for people to mix and mingle, get to know other club members and generally just have a top 

afternoon out (and a really grotty winters day) was the icing on the case. 

The wonderful photos that Jim and Sharon shared with us on the day really highlighted the amazing 

experience that 30 years of working and 

living near the Yukon Border in Canada 

had to offer.  From extreme snow, 

magnificent terrain and wilderness, the 

animals, tricky chopper flying jobs, to 

their lovely log cabin, fishing trips, the fox 

sleeping in the flower boxes outside the 

ǿƛƴŘƻǿΧΦΦŀƴŘ {ƘŀǊƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŀǘ 5ŜŀǎŜ [ŀƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ΨƭŀǿƴΩ ǘƻ 

mow!!! 

The final act of the day was for Jim and 

{ƘŀǊƻƴ ǘƻ ΨƘŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊΩ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎƛŦƛŎŜƴǘ 

Caribou head that they have donated to 

our Branch; and for it to be displayed in 

our clubrooms.  This is such a humbling 

gesture and one that will most definitley 

see this awesome head in amongst our 

collection of trohies in the coming weeks. 

Special thanks also to Mark and Vanessa from Big Game Artistry (and Mighty Mix) for so very kindly giving 

the Caribou antlers a touch up to bring them back to their original and lifelike colour.  This is because Jim was 

fortuante enough to find these antlers out on the tundra while flying home one day.  It would appaer that 

they had been from a wolf or a bear kill and had spent considerable time being bleached in the sun.  Now 

they look just like they were dropped yesterday ς a perfect match. 

Thankyou so much once again Jim, Sharon and eveyrone that made the August Club day one to remember. 

 

 

 



 

 

Final call is out please for all those who are able to be part of 

5h/YLbD нлнр ŀǘ tŀƴŜƪƛǊƛΧΦ 

It is confirmed that we will START DOCKING on Friday 10th October. 

Huge thanks to those who have already put your names down to help with this excellent fundraiser and club 

trip opportunity.  Your help and support really is so appreciated.  However; if there is anyone else who is still 

to get hold of me; please contact me in the next day or so as many hands really do make light work of this job 

and it definiely helps to rotate the jobs during the day.   

There is certainly something for everyone to do down there and you are all able to contibute ς be that as part 

of the docking crew, helping out in the yard, cooking back at the shearers quarters or perhaps sending down 

some home backing for the team.  This is a real team effort all round. 

We will be based at two sets of shearers quarters (as is the norm), and the groups will travel to various areas 

on the station and to covered yards etc to do the docking.   

If there are school pupils keen to do this; 
(we fully appreciate that it is outside of the 
school holidays this year); if the school is 
happy to consider this as Work Experience, 
we are only too happy to accommodate the 
schools requirements and complete the 
various paperwork for this to all be above 
board etc. 

There is NO need to have 4 wheel drive to 

be part of this crew ς it is all easily 

driveable to get to the shearers quarters in 

any vehicle and if 4 wheel drives are 

needed for travelling to some areas on a particular day; that can all be 

accommodated down on the Station. 

!ƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜ ΨƻƭŘ ŦŀǊƳ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎΩ ŦƻǊ ŘƻŎƪƛƴƎΣ 
footwear for on the farm/docking, a sleeping bag and pillow, towel and 
a change of clean clothes for around camp.  There will be a washing 
machine there too so no stress on that front either.  

As this is a fundraiser for the branch, TVDA provides all the food for the 

ŘƻŎƪƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ 

with you either. 

We have been very fortunate to be able to go for a hunt on the station 

after work (or if we get a wet day and cant dock) in the past and I am 

sure that will be the case again this year but that is yet to be discussed 

with the Manager. 

 

Please contact Maureen on 027 3337786 or by email a.j.coleman@xtra.co.nz to book in for this please or 

to find out some more details. 

 

mailto:a.j.coleman@xtra.co.nz


 

 

 
 

IŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻŦŦŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩŘ ōŜ ƳŀŘ ǘƻ Ƴƛǎǎ ƻǳǘ ƻƴΦ 

Offer is for All of September and October 

 

Kindly offered by Dave and Christina at Shooter Ready   07 8234278 

 

32 Lake Road, Leamington, 

Cambridge 

 

 

info@shooterready.co.nz  

 

 
Dave does not answer the phone 
if he is with a customer, so please 
leave a voice message or drop 
them an email. 

 

 

mailto:info@shooterready.co.nz


 

 

 
 



 

 

 

KIDS LITTLE 3  &  SWAZI SHOOT Results 
 

SUNDAY 21ST SEPTEMBER 2025 
 
 

Well done to the kids and their families that got out there and entered the Kids Little 3 
this year.  Great work folks and so proud of your efforts and achievements.  I also fully 
appreciate that sickness and other commitments also prevented some families from 
taking part this year.  Best wishes to you folks too. 
 

It was disappointing to not see more entries given that we have listened to 
comments and potential barriers in the past and made it so that the various 
species can be targeted for a longer period (rather than just one weekend) 
and only tails are needed for some sections and categories etc.  Perhaps we 
need to have another rethink!!! 
 
However; not to take away anything from those who did have a go and it was 

great to see the excitement on the kids faces as their weights were locked in on the 
ǎŎŀƭŜǎΧΦΦ/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ 
 

¶ 0-3 years:  Best dressed hunters 
o 1st  Pheobe / 2nd  Imogen /  3rd  Capri 

 

¶ 0 ς 3 years ς Most snails 
o 1st Pheobe  (95)  /  2nd Imogen (20) 

 

¶ 4 ς 7 years ς Most Mice Tails 
o 1st Jake  (12)  /  2nd Korra (8)  / Caiden  (2) 

 

¶ 4 ς 7 years ς Most Rat Tails 
o 1st Jake (16) 

 

¶ 8 ς 14 years ς Most Mustelid Tails 
o 1st Emma (9) 

 

¶ 8 ς 14 years ς Most Rabbit Tails 
o 1st Riley (1) 

 

¶ 8 ς 14 years ς Most Hare Tails  
o Holly  (8) 

 

¶ 8 ς 14 years ς Most Possum Tails 
o 1st Emma  (11)  /  2nd Holly (10) 

 

¶ 8 ς 14 years ς Heaviest Goat and Biggest Goat Horns 
o 1st Emma 

 

¶ 8 ς 14 years ς Heaviest Big Bird 
o 1st Eliza  (7.8kgs)   /  2nd  Zara  (6.7 kgs)  /  3rd Jake  (3.3 kgs) 

 

¶ Little 3 (a combo of a Run (hare) / Climb (possum) / Fly (magpie)) 
o Team of Mya/Mila/Zac  (8.36kgs) 

 

Little 3 Winning Team:  L-R  

Mila, Zac, Mya with branch 

Life Member Mike Deane 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Massive thanks to Swazi once again this year for their fantastic 
support of Junior Shooting.  Swazi donates three items of their 
awesome clothing to each NZDA branch in the country to support 
Junior Shooting and getting kids out there learning about firearms 
safety. 
 
The turnout of kids for this event was great to see and it really shows that getting kids on 
ranges and learning firearms safety from an early age is such a wonderful asset. 
 
The weather held off and this too made such a difference as it was a tad threatening for part 
of the day.  Huge thanks to those that helped on the Range on the day ς events like this 
cannot happen without Range Officers, licence holders and parent helpers.  You all did your 
bit and the kids had a ball ς thank you all so much.  You all added to this being another 
excellent experience for the TVDA kids and it also helped maximise the wonderful support 
that we get from Swazi with their prizes. 
 
Fantastic shooting from Lucas saw him with HOA score of 93.1 so he got the change to have 
the pick of all the prizes on the table.  Well done Lucas ς what a great effort. 
 
All the other kids had their names drawn out of the hat and had the chance to take a prize of 
their choice. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

My 4-year-old son Joe and I have been in the South Island visiting Nana cc in Oamaru. 

L ƘŀŘ ŀ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘǊƛǇ ōƻƻƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ L ƭƻǾŜ ŀŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ƪƛŘǎΧΦΦŀƴŘ 

Joe is wonderful companion and always up for anything. We had such a great day and the memory will stay 

with me forever, so I thought it would be a nice story to share . 

Joe and I arrived at the wharf at 

Moeraki (about half an hour south of 

Oamaru) bright and early.  We 

hopped on the boat with a group of 

strangers ready to go  - even before 

we had even set off on the boat, Joe 

had already eaten all our vegemite 

sandwiches!  

We headed out and started fishing, it 

was pretty rough, and I was starting 

to get a bit sea sick but I forced 

myself to ignore it  - Joe was un-

effected and he was actually 

thriving! It became so rough that one 

couldn't stand up to bait a hook or 

anything without leaning on the side or holding something.  I 

became the most seasick that I have ever been haha  however there 

was a Chinese boy who was laying down he was so sick - and I 

wanted to do the same.  I used all my will power and strength to put 

it aside because we were having the best fishing  - Joe was in his 

element; totally unaffected by the waves; he was thriving.  In the 

meantime, me as the parent I'm trying to not spew, and he's just 

eaten 3 sausages and bread for lunch (heaps for a 4year old) and not 

having a 2nd thought about things!!! 

Despite the sickness, we had a good system, he would let the line 

down and hook the fish, pass the rod to me and Id roll them in, 

unhook the fish, bait up, pass the rod to Joe and he would let the 

ǊŜŜƭ ƻǳǘΦ  hƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƘŜΩŘ Ƙƻƻƪ ŜƳ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǘƻ 

haul them in.  We did this non stop - Joe caught 21 fish in the same 

space of time that all the others had caught 5 or 6 fish so this must 

ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ WƻŜΩ ƭǳŎƪȅ ŘŀȅΦ   

During our time on the boat the crew running the operation were so 

nice and accommodating, they seemed to have taken a special 

ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ WƻŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƘƛƳ ΨƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƳŀƴΩΣ ƭŜǘ ƘƛƳ ǎƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

! ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎΧΧΦby Adam Deane 



 

 

captain driving the boat back. 

The crew and the captain presented Joe with a little 

trophy   - FISHERMAN OF THE DAY!!  

 I was so proud of him. He treasures that trophy for 

sure and the whole day that made it happen. 

What would ordinarily have been a horrible fishing 

experience because of the severe sea sickness, was 

totally overridden by the joy my son had just 

experienced ς hence making it into the best days 

fishing!!  

We had been back home on the farm again in the 

North Island for only a couple of weeks, and Joe and I 

were on our way to Whanganui for a deer hunt I 

arranged. 

Again, this will be another wonderful memory I will 

cherish. Irene and I have a young family, 4 boys and 

ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻƴƭȅ сΦ LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ 

have learned, but for some reason and what is for 

sureΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ 

these things with your kids. 

This is how at age 41 I shot my first deer. As usual I have a bag full of vegemite sandwiches (ƎǳŜǎǎ ǿƘŀǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ 

our favourite food) and some Mr Beast Chocolate Bars to help him alongΧΦ or when I needed to bribe him to 

whisper or be silent. 

I held the rifle in my right hand and held 4-year-old JoeΩs hand in my left.  It was really exciting; we walked 
very slowly at his pace.  We came 
up to an open area where I could 
see a deer about 60m away 
happily grazing.  I laid down and 
Joe laid on my back, (he's 
only16kgs) so he could see the 
same as what I was looking at.   

I looked at it through the scope for 

a while and whispered to Joe 

because at first, I thought it was 

just a half-grown fallow.  But no, I 

then saw it had two spikes ς Yes!!!  

I whisperedΧ Ψwhat do you reckon 

Joe, should we shoot itΩ.  As any 

young hunter would reply - he said 

ΨyesΩ, so I did.   

I found It to such a great 

experience, I think mainly because I slowed right down and took my time, at JoeΩs pace and level and it made 

it into another awesome day for us both. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 


